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Durham and Newcastle,
with Carlisle Group

n Monday 20th October a
number of members gathered
in The Prior's Hall at Durham

Cathedral, at 10:30 for tea and coffee.
We then proceeded to the museum
to view the exhibition of Magna Carta
parchments, which were amazingly
greater than we expected.

The original was cast aside by the
Pope, at King John's request and then
several further versions came about
over the years - not just one, as usually
taught. Further charters were enacted
and signed by various kings.

At 12:30, we gathered in the North
Transept for Eucharist and the main

purpose of our visit to admit four new

members into the Guild. These were

Rebekah Best, Head Verger of Durham

Cathedral, Elizabeth Proud. Deputy

Head Verger, Debbie Clark, Volunteer
Verger, Durham Cathedral and Nicola
Van Nuil, Verger at Carlisle Cathedral.

The admissions were performed by

John Kirby-Shearer, National Chairman

of the Guild. We then retired to the
Cathedral Restaurant for lunch.

Peter Russell Diploma

Church of England for the past 63
years. At the age of 4 | became a
boat boy and also joined the choir at
St. Andrew’s Burnt Ash Lane Bromley.

This is where | married a fellow
chorister Val, and where our daughter
Charlotte was Baptised.

I have been an active member of the

We moved to Farnborough in 1988
and | joined the Chaplaincy team

and became licensed at Farnborough
Hospital. In the same year | joined St
Giles the Abbot Farnborough Kent. |
trained for 3 years for my FMC, DMP
and PA but decided to do a PGCE and
become a Primary School teacher. |

have been a Deputy Church Warden
for 8 years and non-stipend Verger for
8 years as well.

As the Verger | feel that all of my

prior qualifications accrued during my
lifetime, business degree and teaching
qualifications are best suited for this
final service to the church.

| am working on the final units of the
course, which | am finding hard but
enjoyable. The culmination of my work
and service in the church.

Peter Russell

Nicola Van Nuil, Elizabeth Proud, John Kirby-
Shearer, Rebekah Best, Debbie Clark

Roy Foster

A Star is Born
At Epiphany they came
from the East,
we know their names.
To realise their dream -
Greet their King,
the One to be seen -
in a stable
humble-serene.

The prophecy’s true,
of the One,
new-born
to save us all.

The Star shone -
aiming their call,
Whispers of faith upon their lips
the Magi knelt
with grace divine.
This is the Time.

Roy Foster
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Oxford Branch - Autumn Qwet ;
Day, 7th October 2025

adly, after many memorable years visiting Douai Abbey,

a change of venue was necessary. So it was that we

assembled at St. Katherine's Retreat House, Parmoor
(where we had visited back in July 2025, (as reported in the
Autumn 2025 Virger Magazine)).

Once again, the weather was kind to us and having congregated
in the main reception area and partook of refreshments, we
then assembled in the main chapel area which was to be our
venue for the day. After the customary welcome and prayers,
the chairman introduced us to Jenny Miles who was to be our
Guest Speaker.

Jenny is one of the founder members of a local charitable
organisation known as ‘Dementia Action Marlow' (DAM), set

up recently to fill a need in this locale. She emphasized the
enormity of dementia in its own rights; being apart from
Alzheimer’s which deals with a much wider range of conditions
in this field. At DAM they not only provide facilities for those
directly affected, but also for family members who act as carers
and others providing a variety of supporting facilities. As a
result of the response they have experienced, there are plans
to expand into other areas as finance (and faith), permits. A
productive Q. and A. discussion followed and it was enlightening
to learn the number present who have/had connections with
dementia, directly or indirectly.

Free time followed allowing us to explore, chat, and reflect,
before we enjoyed lunch in the dining hall. Thereafter we
assembled back in the Chapel for a service of Holy Communion,
within which the readings and sermon continued with the
theme of the day - caring.

The general census of the day was encouraging, and although
we have many happy memories of our times at Douai Abbey,
we feel these will continue to be added to at this new venue;
two dates have already been booked for 2026!

Molly Payne
Branch Vice chair and Social Correspondent.
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Blackburn, Chester
and Manchester branch

At long last, | have something to report!!!

We have been to Manchester Cathedral for Choral Evensong
twice. In March there were 5 of us and in October there were
9 of us. We hope to make this a regular event open to Vergers
from anywhere. We follow the Service with a meal at Moon
Under Water - great food and prices - a very convivial time.
We have had enquiries from 4 prospective new members of
the Branch and all have been sent a welcome letter with a New
Members Form. As yet only one has replied but we hope the
other’s will do so soon.

We will be holding our Christmas lunch on the 15th December
when we will also be celebrating two birthdays - Andrea Mellor
on the 14th and mine on the 16th. We are expecting to have

at least 10 members (and others) to join us for this occasion.
Anyone is welcome to join us so long as they let me know so | can
send them a menu, which | will expect back completed and with
a £5 deposit by the end of November.

In January we will be having our AGM at St. Martin’s, Ashton on
Mersey, Sale and | am hoping that more than the usual Quorum
will reply and attend.

Next year, we do hope to come up with some ideas for ‘things to
do’. Our Chaplain, Father Steve Dunton, is great at having ideas,
but | hope other members will come up with some!

In the not too distant future we will be arranging services to
Admit two new members. One at St. Mary's, Bowdon, Altrincham
and one at Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire.

Freda M. Murphy
Branch Secretary

r \
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PRAYER REQUESTS

If you know of someone for whom prayers would be
of benefit, or someone who has been prayed for and
has recovered shown improvement, please inform the
National Chaplain or the
National Welfare Officer.

Michael Golby, Thelma French,
Molly Paynee, Heather Ringrose - Oxford Branch =
Margaret Boxall - Worcester Branch
Roger Lawrence - Headquarters member

For those who have died

““Ann Anderson - Leicester & Peterborough with Derby
Don Barton - Worcester Branch

And all people facing hardship and difficulties
and who are facing uncertainties.

And everyone not specifically mentioned who needs

the love, counsel and grace of '

our Lord.
J —— e

How should you do this....Submissions for all editions of The

Virger should reach me before the set deadline. If they miss

this date, they may be held over to the next edition. All articles
should be sent in MS Word files

only and photographs in JPEG
format. When submitting articles M
could you provide images and

text documents into wetransfer Wonday 7;)‘_‘“‘;5
this is to make sure that all gebrue
images come over in the best
quality possible

\

Conference Reminder
- Don’t Miss Out!

Our Early Booking offer is still open —
but only for a little while longer.
To secure your discounted rate,
50% of your fee must be paid by
31 January 2026.

This is a great opportunity to lock in
your place, save money, and look for-
ward to a wonderful time of fellowship,
learning, and encouragement.

Book now and be part of it!
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London, Southwell & Chelmsford Branch
visit - Thursday 6 November 2025

If you are ever in London, Kingston course for unveiling in 2026. Moffatt for making us so welcome. At a
Upon Thames, to be precise and you If this has wetted your appetite in service of Evening Prayer we were able
are at a loose end, and finally the the slighted then head to All Saints to admit new branch member Oonagh
amazing shopping centre has worn Website https://allsaintskingston. Moulton.

you out, then why not pop into All co.uk/heritage and take a look.

Saints Church which is just off the high Denise Mead

street for a cuppa (they have a café) Thank you to Vergers John Dewhurst &  Branch Secretary

and some relaxation and by the way, lain Nevill and All Saints Rector Fr Joe

feast your eyes on the phenomenal
new embroidery panels based on the
Saxon Kings. These were unveiled
back in September by the Bishop of
Southwark. The 6 finished panels are
truly a work of art and members of
the London, Southwark & Chelmsford
Branch were privileged to pay a visit
recently.

There is one panel still outstanding
‘Ethelred, the Unready’ which is on

§ v § v § v § v
QOO OO
‘:»;.’-—/ .:g;o.-—/ ‘:»;o.-—/ .:g;o.-—/ .:
James Armstron o
8 What’s a verger’s least favourite kind
Thirty-four years seems hard to rhyme - )
Carlisle Cathedral Head Verger all this time. of weather?
To make his mark, Snow... because someone always asks,
. whereall had their part “Could you just clear a little path for the
The Spiritual and the Physical merged as One, . e
as did his Service to the Guild — bishop
as member, fellow and National Chair
and then of care -
the Guild’s pastoral aspect to build. . . .
As a friend to all, whether near or afar Why IS a verger like a Christmas tree?
he’d'glve a'wel.come and time, as if never apart. Because they’re uprig ht, decorated with
His passing is a loss, no words may define, . .
a life given to service, focused and kind - accessories, and somehow end up In
at the centre of all, James’s Service to God. every corner of the church.
<L >>>
Mervyn Hockin MA What’s a verger’s Christmas miracle?
Bedesman Durham Cathedral When the heating comes on and
Member Church of England Guild of Vergers
©21.10.2025 stays on.
v v v v
OO
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1700 anniversary of Council of Nicaea pilgrimage

enior West Midlands Church leaders
Swere among the participants in

the three-day pilgrimage that took
place from Monday 28 to Wednesday 30
July 2025 inclusive. The 28-mile walk was
organised to mark the 1700th anniversary
of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea,
which brought together around 300
bishops over a ten-week period in the
summer of 325AD. The Ecumenical
Council bequeathed to the Church 20
Canons and a statement of faith centred
on the nature of Jesus Christ. This ‘original’
Nicene Creed was developed into the
Nicene Creed still used today at the
Ecumenical Council held in Constantinople
(Istanbul) in 381AD.

A total of 30 pilgrims visited four West
Midlands Cathedrals and 18 other places
of Christian worship over the three

days of the pilgrimage. The Cathedrals
and churches visited included those
belonging to Anglican, Baptist, Elim
Pentecostal, Jabula New Life Ministries,
Methodist, Quaker, Orthodox, Roman
Catholic and Salvation Army traditions.
Visits were also made to Urban Devotion
Birmingham, Betel UK's new national
Anchor Point centre in Aston, and the
Queen’s Foundation for Ecumenical
Theological Education. Visited the
Birmingham Oratory to honour the
shrine of St John Henry Newman, who

rose from Anglican priest to Catholic
Cardinal, and who at this time was
given the title of Doctor of the Universal
Church by Pope Leo XIV.

The pilgrimage began at the shrine of the
7th Century Midlands pioneer bishop St
Chad in Lichfield Cathedral and ended at
the Serbian Orthodox Church of the Holy
Prince Lazar in Bournville. The south-
southwesterly route followed the path of
the Roman Ryknild Street and passed the
ruins of Letocetum, to the southwest of
Lichfield, a bustling Roman town in the
years prior to the First Ecumenical Council
of Nicaea. The terrain varied from urban
pavements, country lanes, footpaths
through fields, public parks, greenways
and canal towpaths.

Along the way, thanksgiving was offered,
prayers made, hospitality received, the
325AD Nicene Creed read and friendships
built. The event provided a brilliant insight
into the rich diversity of Christian worship
and outreach in the West Midlands in

the 21st Century, encompassing people
and places belonging to Orthodox,
Catholic and Protestant communities.
The ecumenical embrace has never been
broader than it is today.

Karina Katsiuba
Verger, Lichfield Cathedral

James Armstrong Memorial Fund

Earlier this year we lost a dear friend and
stalwart member of the Guild, as well as
holding to role of National Chairman four times
and Guild Chronicler.

If you would like to make a donation there are a number of ways to do this:

« Bank Transfer: Church of England Guild of Vergers; s/c 30-98-97; a/c
69064163 ref: JA Donation. Please email the National Treasurer to advise
of payment

We are looking to raise money to have a « Cheque: payable to The Church of England Guild of Vergers, please

memorial stone placed in Carlisle Cathedral, write JA Donation on the reverse of the Cheque and send to the National

where he was Head Verger for 35 years, to Treasurer: 4a College Green, Worcester, WR1 2LH

honour him. The Cathedral are on board with + Card Payment: please make contact with the Shop Manager, as he will

this although there is a lot of red tape and need to create a payment link for the amount you wish to donate - please

formal permissions still to be sort. note that we are charged card handling fees for all payments via the shop

The Cost is likely to be about £3,200 for making
and installation.

Should you have any questions please do contact any of the National
Officers listed on the back page for more information
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NATIONAL CONTACTS

NATIONAL CHAIRMAN

Mr John Kirby-Shearer, MA, FCEGV
Mobile: 07891 168133

email: CEGVNatChair@gmail.com

GENERAL SECRETARY

Mr Stephen Stokes,

Dip GV (Hons), FCEGV, FVGEC
Mobile: 07968 111240

email: CEGVGenSec@gmail.com

NATIONAL TREASURER

Mr Robert Beattie, MA

Tel: 01905 619429

Mobile: 07968 290319

email: CEGVNatTreas@gmail.com

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN

The Ven. Dr David Jenkins, FRHistS
Mobile: 07900 990073

email: CEGVNatChap@gmail.com

TRAINING OFFICER

VACANT

Mobile: 07891 168133

email: CEGVTrainOff@gmail.com

CONFERENCE SECRETARY

Mrs Denise Mead, FCEGV

Mobile: 07957 149005

email: CEGVConference@gmail.com

TRAINING ADMINISTRATOR
Mrs Susan Ansell, Dip GV

Tel: 01483 548980

email: CEGVTrainReg@gmail.com

MEDIA OFFICER

Mr Jason Stevenson

Mobile: 07702 564910

email: CEGVMedia@gmail.com

WELFARE OFFICER

Miss Dee Caulton-Ball, Dip Theol
Mobile: 0790 514888

email: CEGVWelfare@gmail.com

The Guild Prayer

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
Mr Charles Maggs, Dip GV
email: CEGVOverseas@gmail.com

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
Mr Andrew Wynn-Mackenzie, Dip GV
email: CEGVMembership@gmail.com

SHOP MANAGER

Mr Geoff Izzard

Mobile: 07789 644000

email: CEGVGuildShop@gmail.com

MAILING ADDRESS

Mr Stephen Stokes, Dip GV (Hons), FCEGV
General Secretary

The Church of England Guild of Vergers
124 City Road

London

EC1V 2NX

Almighty Father, from whom every family in heaven and earth is named,
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who has called us into the fellowship of your Church,
grant, we pray, that in all our churches we may fulfil the duties
and enjoy the privileges of our spiritual home.
And on those who offer themselves for service as vergers in the house of God
bestow the fullness of your grace,
that, united in love to you and to one another,
we may show forth your glory and hasten the coming of your kingdom.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Find us on E E
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http://bit.ly/CofEGV
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