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Welcome to the new-look Virger 
Magazine. It is hoped that it is easier 
on the eye and a joy to read.  If you 

have any comments, suggestions, please do 
email them to our new Media Officer, Jane 
Gorrie.
 
3lease note that all 
suEPissions for the 
ne[t edition should 
reach -ane Yia ePail� 
CEGVMedia@gmail.com  
no later than the date 
here�

+oZ should \ou do thisȐ�6uEPissions for all editions 
of The Virger should reach Pe Eefore the set deadline� 
Ζf the\ Piss this date� the\ Pa\ Ee held oYer to the ne[t 
edition� $ll articles should Ee sent in M6 :ord ȴles onl\ 
and ShotograShs in -3EG forPat� 3lease attach te[t and 
iPage ȴles seSaratel\ in one ePail�

John Kirby-Shearer

FROM THE ACTING EDITOR

FROM THE DESK  

O) T+E
EDITOR

My name is Jane Gorrie 
and I was elected to 
the newly re-named 

Media Officer post at this 
year’s Conference.  I’m a 
relatively new verger, having 
been at St Mary the Virgin, 
Horsham since 2012 and a 
member of the Guild since 
2014. I’m married and have a 
grown-up family.

%efore EecoPing a Yerger� Ζ Zas a CiYil 
6erYant� ZorNing at COΖ �the noZ defunct 
Central Office of ΖnforPation that 
started out PaNing the Zar�tiPe SuElic 
inforPation ȴlPs�� then 'V/$ and ȴnall\ 
'eSartPent for TransSort�  
Ζ aP an enthusiastic� if not Yer\ good� 

singer Eoth Zith P\ church choir and 
another coPPunit\ choir� Ζ enMo\ 
sZiPPing� c\cling and doing calligraSh\ 
�Ζ aP also the Guild 6criEe� Sutting 
naPes into the Guild OEituar\ %ooN�� 

Ζ aP Yer\ Puch looNing forZard to the 
challenges of this neZ role�

‘I’m a relatively new 

verger, having been 

at St Mary the Virgin, 

Horsham since 2012 and 

a member of the Guild 

since 2014.’
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Well� $ugust is nearl\ oYer� 
and our annual training 
Conference has Eeen and 

gone� Ζt Zas a successful and fruitful ZeeN�  
:e had a reasonaEle attendance including 
another ȴ Ye PePEers of the 86 Guild�

The Sast � Ponths has Eeen hectic for Pe 
on a Sersonal leYel� Zith a house PoYe� the 
search for a neZ 1ational ChaSlain� acting 
Pagazine editor and a full agenda Zith the 
Central Council�

Ζ Zas delighted that this \ear� Ze conferred 
a )elloZshiS to our /egal $dYisor TiPoth\ 
:igglesZorth�  TiP has adYised the Guild 
for oYer �� \ears� giYing his tiPe and 
Srofessional e[Sertise on a Sro�Eono Easis�  
OYer nine students also Zere successful in 
their course ZorN and three diSloPas Zere 
aZarded�

$t this 
Soint� Ζ 
Zould liNe to Sa\ triEute to 
MareN %arden� Zho decided not to stand 
for re�election as our CoPPunications 
Offi  cer�  OYer seYen \ears� MareN has 
edited and designed the Pagazine and our 
other SuElications� Panaged the ZeEsite 

and our )aceEooN Sage�  6adl\� oYer the 
Sast feZ Ponths� his health is not Zhat it 
should Ee� Eut hoSefull\ he is on the Pend� 
Zhile Panaging a full�tiPe MoE Zith %ristol 
Council� Ζ aP deeSl\ grateful for all the 
hard ZorN that he has undertaNen during 
his tenure�  $ Eranch recoPPended� Tuite 
indeSendentl\� 
that he should 
Ee EecoPe 
a 1ational 
/ife MePEer 
and Ze Zere 
delighted to 
PaNe the 
Sresentation 
during the 
last serYice of 
the ZeeN�

1e[t \ear Canon Maureen Zill steS doZn 
froP Eeing our 1ational ChaSlain folloZing 
�� \ears on Offi  ce� The Central Council 
forPed a ZorNing Sart\ to seeN a 
neZ ChaSlain froP $ugust ����� and 

folloZing after the usual recruitPent 
Srocess� Ζ aP haSS\ to announce 
that 5eYȇd 5osePar\ 'urZard has 
graciousl\ acceSted to EecoPe our 
1ational ChaSlain froP $ugust �����
3lease rePePEer 5osePar\ in \our 
Sra\ers as she SreSares to Moin the 
Vergers and lead us into a neZ chaSter 
in suSSorting us in our Pinistr\ Zithin 
our Churches and Cathedrals�

This \ear continues to Ee a succession of 
change�  Our Pagazine tooN on a neZ looN 
for the suPPer edition and this edition 
the changes Zill continue�  $ neZ PePEer 
of the teaP Zas aSSointed to the Central 
Council Zhen -ane Gorrie Zas successful 

in EecoPing our neZ Media Manager�  
-ane has alread\ started in PaNing a feZ 
changes to our ZeEsite and )aceEooN 
Sage� 6he Zill taNe oYer the reins on the 
Pagazine at the ne[t edition�

$ndreZ 3age Pade his intention to steS 
doZn as our 1ational Treasurer and the 

search Zas on for oYer a \ear�  Ζ 
thought Ze had failed to ȴ nd a 
reSlacePent� Eut at the eleYenth 
hour� 5oEert %eattie felt that his 
talents la\ Pore in ȴ nancial asSects 
rather than organising the Training 
deSartPent� This Zas conȴ rPed 
unaniPousl\ one Porning and 5oEert 
Zas aSSointed forPall\ at our ȴ nal 
serYice�  Ζt Zill Ee forPall\ Pinuted at 
the ne[t Peeting of Central Council 

Zhen Ze ne[t Peet� Ζ aP deeSl\ grateful to 
$ndreZ for his \ears of deYotion in NeeSing 
the Guild solYent�

:e haYe a Eus\ \ear ahead as Ze ZorN 
together in the shaSing of our Guild to 
Paintain its Sresence Zithin our Churches� 
3lease rePePEer all the 1ational Offi  cers� 
%ranch Offi  cers and our PePEers in \our 
Sra\ers

John Kirby-Shearer

FROM THE DESK  

O) T+E
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN
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folloZing after the usual recruitPent 

graciousl\ acceSted to EecoPe our 
1ational ChaSlain froP $ugust �����
3lease rePePEer 5osePar\ in \our 
Sra\ers as she SreSares to Moin the 
Vergers and lead us into a neZ chaSter 
in suSSorting us in our Pinistr\ Zithin 
our Churches and Cathedrals�

doZn as our 1ational Treasurer and the 

thought Ze had failed to ȴ nd a 
reSlacePent� Eut at the eleYenth 
hour� 5oEert %eattie felt that his 
talents la\ Pore in ȴ nancial asSects 
rather than organising the Training 
deSartPent� This Zas conȴ rPed 
unaniPousl\ one Porning and 5oEert 
Zas aSSointed forPall\ at our ȴ nal 
serYice�  Ζt Zill Ee forPall\ Pinuted at 
the ne[t Peeting of Central Council 

Vergers and lead us into a neZ chaSter 
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FROM THE DESK  

'ear )riends�

Ζ aP noZ recoYering froP the Conference � enMo\aEle and 
inforPatiYe as eYer� Ζf \ou Zere Sresent� Ζ hoSe \ou enMo\ed it 
all as Puch as Ζ did� froP the ChaPSagne 3art\ to celeErate P\ 
6ilYer -uEilee to the session of hilarit\ and also thoughtfulness 
that -ohn CaPSEell gaYe us as Zell as ZorshiS and felloZshiS� 
though sadl\ the Zeather Zas too Ead for sZiPPing� Ζf \ou 
Zerenȇt there� \ou Pissed a real treat� Ζ Zas aEle to Sresent three 
'iSloPa hoods this \ear and heart\ congratulations to those 
candidates� Ζ Zill not Ee reall\ haSS\ until eYer\ Yerger is Zearing 
the Guild +ood� so start the stud\ toda\�

1oZ Ze are all EacN in the ȆnorPalȇ green tiPe � ZhateYer norPal 
is for Yergers� Ζ Zas strucN E\ the GosSel reading for last 6unda\ 
Zhere -esus tells us that he has coPe to Ering diYision rather 
than Seace� %ut isnȇt -esus ȆThe 3rince of 3eaceȇ" Ζ thinN Ze haYe 
to looN at this Sassage in the conte[t in Zhich /uNe is Zriting� 
Ζn around ��CE there Zould haYe Eeen seYere Sersecution of 
the Christian coPPunit\ Eoth E\ the 5oPans and the -eZs� To 
SroclaiP the faith of Christ Pight haYe led to discriPination� 
ridicule� torture or eYen death� so -esus is encouraging his 
folloZers to sSeaN out Eoldl\� +e is Zarning us that folloZing 
hiP Zill not Ee an eas\ oStion and that Ze cannot sit on the 
fence and hoSe for a Tuiet life� This aSSlies so Puch in our 
Zorld toda\ too� :e feel that ZhateYer Ze sa\ Zill not Ee heard� 
:hat di΍ erence can Ze PaNe to the aZful situations of Zar and 
Yiolence� to corruStion and SoYert\ and to inMustice� Ζ EelieYe the 
Tuiet conȴ dence of sSeaNing the truth does PaNe a di΍ erence� 
Ζt is not alZa\s coPfortaEle� Eut then -esus did not SroPise us 
a coPfortaEle rise Eut a EaStisP of ȴ re� Ζt is Zorth reading and 
Sondering /uNe �� � �� � �� and then looNing at the Zorld to 
PaNe it a focus for our Sra\ers and our action�

Ζ aP hoSing Yer\ Puch to Yisit Pan\ Eranches in P\ last \ear 
in offi  ce so Slease inYite Pe to Moin \ou for >alPost@ an\ eYent� 
MeanZhile Ζ hoSe \ou all enMo\ a little of the suPPer Eefore the 
terP starts and \ou are inundated Zith school Yisits� concerts 
and other eYents Zhich Zhile Ζ NnoZ \ou all enMo\ can Ee 
sleeSing deSleting�

:ith eYer\ Elessing on \our ZorN and all that \ou do and Puch 
loYe

Canon Maureen

PRAYER REQUESTS
If \ou NnoZ of soPeone for ZhoP Sra\ers Zould 
Ee of Eeneȴ t� or soPeone Zho has Eeen Sra\ed for 
and has recoYered or shoZn iPSroYePent� Slease 
inforP the National Chaplain or the National 
Welfare Offi  cer.

Our Sra\ers are asNed for�

Oxford Branch
Moll\ 3a\ne and Gerr\ .night�
%ill 3earce Zhose Zife� -une� Sassed aZa\ in -une� 

Somerset & Avon
MareN %arden� -o\ 6teYens� TreYor /leZell\n� /ionel 
	 Mar\ +olZa\

London, Southwark & Chelmsford
The Ver\ 5eYȇd Canon Ζan Elliott 'aYies� 5ector of 
6t ThoPas the $Sostle $nglican ESiscoSol Church� 
+oll\Zood� California� -anet and Gilford CroZell 

York
'oreen 	 George CooN

St Albans
3eter +udson

East Anglia
MarMorie :aNeling� Val 3ize\

Blackburn, Chester & Manchester
Ton\ +ales� )reda MurSh\� 3atricia 3latt� 
Margaret 6cott

In Memoriam
)redericN :illiaP 5id\ard �)red� Zho Sassed aZa\ 
on �� -ul\ ����� �� \ears old

6teShen Gu\ �Gloucester� +ereford 	 :orcester 
%ranch� Zho Sassed aZa\ on :ednesda\ � 
6eStePEer

And everyone not specifi cally 
mentioned who need love, counsel 
and the grace of our Lord.

O) T+E
NATIONAL CHAPLAIN
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CENTRAL COUNCIL  

ROUND-UPD uring this year’s Conference, 
your management 
committees met, with 

Standing Committee meeting twice 
and Central Council once, along 
with the Annual General Meeting. 

'uring the Central Council Meeting� \our $rea /eaders Zere 
asNed to Ering EacN to \ou an idea that is Eeing considered 
Zith regard to suEscriStion� Currentl\ Ze haYe tZo leYels of 
suEscriStion� 

● )ull MePEershiS for those doing the ZorN of Vergers� no 
Patter their title� hours and renuPeration�

● $ssociate MePEershiS for PePEers Zho are not Vergers� 
Eut suSSort the aiPs of the Guild� such as Sartners�

The Pain Sractical di΍ erence is that onl\ )ull PePEers haYe the 
right to Yote� and the\ Sa\ a higher rate for this� :e are aZare 
that soPe PePEers� Zho should Ee )ull PePEers� decline to 
Sa\ the e[tra e� �Zhich is less than tZo cuSs of co΍ ee a \ear� 
and oSt to EecoPe $ssociate PePEers� Ζt Zas talNed aEout at 
eTualising the fees� retaining the tZo leYels� so that each Serson 
Sa\s the saPe� 

Through this discussion� Ze also started to e[Slore that each 
Serson Pight receiYe the Magazine� as it Zas acceSted that 
this Zas the PouthSiece of inforPation froP the Guild as a 
)elloZshiS� Ζt Zas acNnoZledged that Zhere there are tZo 
Sersons at one address� the\ Pight receiYe a reduction on ȆMointȇ 
PePEershiS to receiYe onl\ one Pagazine� <our $rea /eaders 
Zould Yalue \our thoughts on this so that at the ne[t Central 
Council the\ can Ering \our YieZs to us� 

Central Council also started to discuss the 6tatutes� it Zas 
agreed that the ManagePent 'ocuPents of the Guild should Ee 
in three leYels� 

● Constitution Ȃ static and roEust for the future� 
● 6tatutes Ȃ Zith details of the running of the Guild� Zhich can 

Ee slightl\ adMusted E\ CoPPittee Zhere needed oYer tiPe� 
Zithout the e[tensiYe ZorN needed into the Constitution�

● -oE 'escriStions Ȃ Zhich are uSdated E\ the roles and 
deterPine the roles each Offi  cer is to Sla\� 

The Statutes Zere looNed at for the ȴ rst tiPe and Zill coPe EacN 
to the taEle Zith soPe Pore adMustPents� $gain� chat Zith \our 
$rea /eaders to YieZ these and talN aEout theP�  

$s has Eeen notiȴ ed to all PePEers the Pain itePs of %usiness 
that caPe to the $nnual General Meeting Zas the 5estructure 
and the Constitution� folloZing an introduction E\ the ChairPan 
this Zas Yoted on E\ Eallot� Each PePEer Zas rePinded that 
onl\ )ull MePEers Pa\ Yote �and the\ had to acNnoZledge this 
on their Eallot SaSer� and that each Yote Zas a Sersonal Yote 
and not� for $rea /eaders� to Ee reSresentatiYe of their %ranch� 
%oth Potions Zere successful Zhich Peans that Zhen \our 
%ranch ne[t Peets for their %ranch $GM the\ Zill Ee electing a 
5egional 5eSresentatiYe� More inforPation Zill Ee sent out to 
helS Zith this transition� 

Stephen Stokes

Holy Name Embroidery

New Commissions, Restoration, Conservation, 
Repairs etc... Undertaken

Welsh Marches Based

Dee Caulton-Ball
Ecclesiastical Embroiderer

TEL: 01547 220000 or 07890514888 
E-Mail: deecb@hotmail.com
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CONFERENCE 5EC$3  

This is my second conference I attended with 
my first being last year. Once again I was 
floored and overwhelmed by the amount of 

welcoming and hospitality shown to me by the 
officers and members of the Guild. As some may 
know, I have aligned with the Church of England 
Guild of Vergers over the Vergers Guild of the 
Episcopal Church and was welcomed by all with 
open arms. 

Ζt alZa\s taNes foreYer it seePs for the \ear to go E\� and 
instantl\ for the ZeeN to go E\� Eut Ζ alZa\s leaYe Zith a Zealth 
of inforPation that Ζ learned to Ering EacN to P\ hoPe Sarish� 
Ζ looN forZard to returning to those Eeautiful MalYern +ills ne[t 
\ear and Yisiting Zith eYer\one again and PaNing neZ friends�

Scott Crowell
6aint ThoPas the $Sostle $nglican ESiscoSal Church� 
+oll\Zood� C$

Editors note: it was a huge privilege that Scott was admitted as a member of the CEGV, since he has relinquished his VGEC membership.  

Being a Member of our Guild gives us reciprocal membership with the American Guild.

ANNUAL TRAINING   

CO1)E5E1CE ����

It’s always heartening to attend conference 
and particularly as a Branch Chair, and this 
year was no exception.  14 members of L, S & 

C were in attendance! Fr Tom Cameron seems 
to have escaped the obligatory annual photo 
and Lilibeth Solajes (not captured in the photo 
either) was only able to attend on the Monday, 
in order to receive her Diploma Hood, this is 
an incredible commitment – well done L, S & C 
members!!  

To eYer\one out there� ne[t \ear Zill Ee Canon Maureenȇs 
fareZell Ȃ do thinN aEout coPing along�  Conference is great 
fun and \ou Zonȇt regret it�

Denise Mead
/ondon� 6outhZarN 	 ChelPsford Chair
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CONFERENCE 2019  
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With the world in such a mess it is 
sometimes very hard to know what to 
pray for or whether our prayers make 

any difference. 

+istoricall\ intercessor\ Sra\er Zas alZa\s to God through 
-esus Christ� though there Zere generations of Christians in the 
MediaeYal 3eriod Zho used the %lessed Virgin Mar\ and the 
saints as their interPediaries� This is SerhaSs not surSrising 
for� although SeoSle attended Mass� the\ rarel\ receiYed the 
sacraPent� the\ SroEaEl\ could not hear Zhat Zas Eeing said� 
and if the\ could hear� the\ Pight not haYe understood since 
the serYice Zas in /atin and so the\ needed a focus for their 
oZn sSiritualit\� Man\ great churches had elaEorate altarSieces 
and Saintings deSicting the Virgin Mar\ and the saints and 
Pan\� Pan\ candles so that these forPed a Yisual focus for 
Sra\er� The %lessed Virgin Mar\ and the saints Zere huPan 
Eeings as the\ Zere� and Zhen the\ oEserYed the liYes of the 
saints in Saintings and stained glass� and SerhaSs Zhen the\ 
listened to the 6criStures� it seePed as though the saints and 
Mar\ Zere those Zho could intercede for theP Eefore God� 
The\ had lost the intiPac\ of ȆNnoZing Christȇ as 3aul sa\s and 
so increasingl\ the\ relied on other sources of coPfort�

The focus for their sSiritualit\ caPe through the use of 
Peditation on the %irth� /ife and 'eath of Christ as seen 
through the e\es of the %lessed Virgin Mar\� and their 
Sra\ers EecaPe Pore a Sra\er of Peditation than a Sra\er 
of intercession� Ζt is Yer\ eas\ for us to disPiss such Sra\er as 
suSerstition and \et at the tiPe Zhen there Zas no education 
in literac\ and Yer\ little teaching E\ the Church� the ordinar\ 
folN still desired a closeness to God Zhich Zas suSSlied E\ the 
saints� and esSeciall\ E\ the %lessed Virgin Mar\�

+oZeYer� Ζ Zant to Sass nearer to our oZn tiPe� The Sra\er 
during the ��th and ��th centuries Zas doPinated E\ the 
desire for social Mustice for all� %iEle stud\� esSeciall\ of the 
SroShetic Zritings� saZ the desire for Mustice as Sart of the 
Zhole taSestr\ of Sra\er Ȃ and indeed it rePains so until our 
oZn tiPe� $ll the SroShets dePand Mustice for the Soor and the 
ZeaN Eut the SroShet� $Pos� dePands Mustice in eYer\ asSect of 
life it is Zorth reading the Zhole of his short SroShes\�

+e has a sorr\ list of transgressions that Ζsrael has coPPitted� 
EriEer\� corruStion� se[ual iPPoralit\ and e[Sloitation of the 
sicN and Soor� ZorshiS is insincere and Pere liS�serYice and the 
-eZs coPSound their transgressions E\ refusing to giYe tiPe to 
God�

The SroShet $Pos dePands institutional righteousness� a 
coPSassionate life and suggests that the traSSings of religion 

are insufficient for life Zith God� )urtherPore� 
he suggests that Zealth and aɞuence Zere 
the causes of oSSression of the Soor� CorruStion of the legal 
s\steP as Zell as corruStion in Eusiness and se[ual iPPoralit\ 
PaNe the Zorld a difficult Slace to liYe if a Serson is Zithout 
inȵuence and land and enslaYed to the rich�

Ζt Zas te[ts such as this that led Pan\ SeoSle in the ��th and 
��th centuries to ZorN for social Mustice� 'ag +aPParsNMold� 
Zrote� ȆThe road to holiness Sasses through the Zorld of actionȇ� 
$nd he and Pan\ Eefore hiP and after hiP haYe seen Sra\er� 
not siPSl\ a stance of %iElical lectio divina� Peditation and 
contePSlation Eut rather action to change the Zorld� There are 
SerhaSs three Pain areas or arenas in the struggle for social 
Mustice�

�� The Sersonal arena Zhich Peans an oEligation on the 
indiYidual to liYe Mustl\� ZorNing for reconciliation and taNing 
Yer\ seriousl\ the conceSt of Surit\ in Eoth the se[ual and 
Poral asSects�

�� The social arena in Zhich grace and coPSassion Zithin the 
coPPunit\ oYercoPe discriPination and e[Sloitation� 

�� The institutional arena Zhich calls us all to ZorN toZards 
fair and Must SuElic Solicies� as Zell as laZs Zhich SroPote 
Mustice for all�

$ttention to these arenas SroPotes a right ordering of societ\� 
it PaNes Christianit\ crediEle and ePShasizes the Easis of 
Christianit\ Eeing in terPs of loYe and serYice� it SroYides a 
Eridge EetZeen our oZn Sersonal arena and social ethics and 
it holds Eefore us the releYance of ZorNing for the iPSossiEle 
ideal�

The Ȇ3ra\er for 6ocial -usticeȇ� and the Parriage EetZeen action 
and holiness as suggested E\ 'ag +aPParsNMold leads us Tuite 
naturall\ to Sra\er of Srotest� These are Sra\ers Zith a Pi[ture 
of douEt� anger and SerSle[it\ Ȃ if \ou liNe a Sra\er of Srotest 
in social action� 3rotest giYes us the feeling that it is alright to 
Ee angr\ and to e[Sress these thoughts to God� such that Ze 
realize that Zhat Ze haYe felt and said has Eeen acNnoZledged 
and heard� )or Pillions of SeoSle this is the onl\ Sra\er�

The Zord Ȇ3rotestȇ coPes froP the /atin root Peaning Ȇto Eear 
solePn Zitnessȇ so Srotest is SositiYe and negatiYe Eut neYer 
SassiYe� Often SeoSle donȇt Sra\ Eecause Sra\er seePs to Eear 
so little relationshiS to other things that the\ do� +oZeYer� 
if the SriPar\ characteristic of God is loYe� then our huPan 
relationshiSs of loYe Zill SroYide a ȆPodelȇ for our relationshiS 
Zith God� 6o� our intercessor\ Sra\er is not an occasional 
occuSation Eut hard ZorN reTuiring SerseYerance� e΍ort and 
honest\� The agenda for our intercessor\ Sra\er Zill ePErace 

WHAT SHOULD WE PRAY FOR?
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GUILD TRAINING   

It always gives me great pleasure and 
satisfaction when students pass the 
Foundation Unit and Diploma courses. 

I know only too well, just how diffi  cult it 
is to fi nd the time to sit down for a while 
and study after a long day at work.  

This \ear nine Vergers successfull\ coPSleted their 
)oundation 8nit or 'iSloPa� 8nfortunatel\� four 
Zere unaEle to attend conference to receiYe their 
certiȴ cates and hoods� 

The Vergers Zho Sassed Zere�

)oundation 8nit� EYel\n )elton� 'aYid $nZel�+ughes� 
-ill )ountain and 6aPantha )letcher�

our Zhole life Ȃ nothing is too triYial or too hard to Ee e[cluded� 
3ra\ers of Srotest reTuire a rigorous and unȵ inching 
contePSlation of realit\� a discoYer\ of real hoSe Zhich Pa\ 
sustain us in the douEt and darNness and eYen through death� 
and aEoYe all a faith Zithin ourselYes that our e[Serience of 
Sain and su΍ ering counts and has Yalue� not onl\ for us Eut for 
those Ze loYe�

:e Sra\ in Srotest that Ze Pa\ change the Zorld� Eut eYen if 
Ze cannot� Ze e[Sress to God hoZ Ze feel� Zhat Ze and others 
haYe e[Serienced and this Zill saYe us froP desSair� Ζ suSSose 
the iPSortant thing her is that the Sra\er is our Sra\er� that the 
Srotest is our Srotest� the challenge is our challenge�
6o� in suPPar\ Sra\er is a Eit liNe a laser EeaP� The light is 
SoZerful Eecause it is coherent Ȃ all the ZaYe Potion of the 
EeaP is Ȇin steSȇ� Ζn Sra\er Ze are seeNing a coherence EetZeen 
our Zill and Godȇs Zill� Ζt is not a suEstitute for action Eut rather 

a sSur to action� CorSorate Sra\er is aligning our Zills to the 
diYine Zill to Ering aEout Godȇs SurSose for us� :hen Ze Sra\ 
Ze coPPit ourselYes to Zhat Ze Post desire � Seace and 
Mustice� This is e[ePSliȴ ed in this Sra\er of Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta�

O God the )ather of all� \ou asN eYer\ one of us to sSread 
loYe Zhere the Soor are huPiliated� Mo\ Zhere the Church 

is Erought loZ� and reconciliation Zhere SeoSle are diYided� 
father against son� Pother against daughter� husEand against 

Zife� EelieYers against those Zho cannot EelieYe� Christians 
against their unloYed felloZ Christians� <ou oSen the Za\ for 

us� so that the Zounded Eod\ of -esus Christ� \our Church Pa\ 
Ee leaYen of coPPunion for the Soor of the earth and in the 
Zhole huPan faPil\� through -esus Christ our /ord� $Pen�

Canon Maureen

'iSloPa� /iliEeth 6olaMes� -e΍ re\ %assett and :illiaP .night 
Sassed Zith Merit� MatheZ MaZson and 1athaniel +itchings 
Sassed Zith 'istinction�

Congratulations to 
you all.

Ζ Zish all of \ou Zho are SartaNing 
the courses� all the Yer\ Eest and 
if an\one else Zould liNe to start 
on the )oundation 8nit� Slease contact Pe� Ζ aP alZa\s at the 
end of the Shone or ePail to helS and adYise in an\ Za\ that Ζ 
can� Ζf Ζ do not get EacN to \ou straight aZa\� do not desSair� Ζ 
Pa\ Ee aZa\ or Yer\ Eus\ in P\ oZn church� 

Sue Ansell. Dip. G.V. 
Training $dPinistrator
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In June 1994, after seven 
years as a Deacon, our 
own Canon Maureen was 

Ordained Priest in the Church 
of England. She started 
her ordained ministry as 
Deaconess, and then Deacon 
at St Paul’s Tupsley in the 
Diocese of Hereford. 

6he then Zent on to Ee the 3arish 
'eacon of 6t MarNȇs� TalEot Village in the 
'iocese of 6alisEur\� 

Maureen then PoYed to %irPinghaP 
Zhere she EecaPe ChaSlain of 6t 3hiliSs 
Cathedral� 

)olloZing � \ears at %irPinghaP she 
Zas aSSointed Canon 3astor and Conon 
in 5esidence at Guildford Cathedral� 

:here after onl\ � \ears then EecaPe 
the 6uE�'ean until her retirePent 
in ����� Zhere she PoYed EacN to 
+ereford Zith 3erPission to Offi  ciate�

$ll of this Sale into insigniȴ cance until 
her Post Srestigious aSSointPent in 
���� Zhen she EecaPe the 
1ational ChaSlain to the Church 
of England Guild of Verger�

:e Zere enorPousl\ SriYileged 
to Ee aEle to celeErate her 
Pinistr\ at Conference� in 
Sarticularl\ her �� \ears as 
3riest� 

SILVER JUBILEE OF HER PRIESTHOOD
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O n 6aturda\ �th -ul\ ����� the 
%ranch held its ȴrst )estiYe 
Choral EYensong since ����� 

at Christ Church� TiPSerle\ �the 3arish 
Church��  Vergers froP all oYer the 
countr\ Zere inYited to attend� Eut 
unfortunatel\ there Zere onl\ �� Zho 
actuall\ caPe� these Eeing froP the 
%ranch Ȃ rather disaSSointing�  The 
serYice Zas taNen E\ P\ Yicar� 5eYd� 
-iP %ridgPan� the Sreacher Zas the 
%ranch ChaSlain� Canon $drian 5hodes� 
froP Manchester Cathedral and the 
choir Zas Cantores OecuPenica 
conducted E\ our Musical 'irector� 
Mr� 1eil 3roYost�  'uring the serYice 
tZo neZ PePEers of the %ranch 
Zere $dPitted to the Guild Ȃ Michael 
Gra\� Verger at +ol\ Trinit\� Tarleton� 
nr 3reston� and Mrs 6andra +ughes� 
Verger at 6t� -aPes� /e\land��  %oth 
in the 'iocese of %lacNEurn�  Ζt Zas a 
Zonderful serYice Zith Slent\ of SeoSle 
in the congregation�  The Yergers had 

Pet for lunch Srior to the serYice at 
The +are and +ounds� TiPSerle\� 
so Ze Zere all Zell fed and Zatered�  
$fternoon tea Zas SroYided E\ ladies 
froP Christ Church after the serYice� to 
Zhich eYer\one Zas inYited�  $ll in all� it 
Zas a Yer\ good afternoon thoroughl\ 
enMo\ed E\ $// Zho attended not Must 
the Vergers�  The Shoto shoZs the 
Vergers� ȵanNed E\ 5eYd� -iP %ridgPan 
�left� and Canon $drian 5hodes �right��

$ serYice Zas held at 6t� 3eterȇs� 6corton 
at the end of -ul\ Zhen \et another 
neZ PePEer Zas adPitted to the 
Guild Ȃ 3enn\ :aters� Verger at 6t� 
Chadȇs� 3oulton�le�)\lde� %lacNEurn 
'iocese�  8nfortunatel\� Ζ Zas unaEle 
to attend Eut 3enn\ Zas adPitted E\ 
the Vicar of 6t� 3eterȇs� 5eYd� $nton 

Muller�  Ζ understand it Zas a loYel\ 
da\ organised E\ Mrs� 3aP 'erE\shire� 
Verger at 6t� 3eterȇs�

:e should haYe held a %%4 at the 
hoPe of 5on Griffiths on the ��th 
$ugust� Eut unfortunatel\ this had to Ee 
cancelled due to a faPil\ EereaYePent�

Our ne[t eYent Zill Ee on the �th 
'ecePEer Zith the ChristPas Eucharist 
and /unch at /iYerSool Cathedral�  
:e haYe all Eeen inYited E\ /iYerSool 
%ranch and as Canon Maureen Zill Ee 
attending Ze are looNing forZard to a 
reall\ large turnout�  +oSefull\� Yergers 
froP other Sarts of the countr\ Zill Ee 
aEle to PaNe it�

Freda M. Murphy, Branch Secretary

BRANCH DIGEST 
BLACKBURN, 
CHESTER AND 
MANCHESTER 
BRANCH

OXFORD BRANCH 

O n the ��th -une� on a Yer\ Zet 
da\� soPe of our PePEers 
Pet at the 3arish Church of 6t 

-ohn %aStist in %urford�  $fter a Yer\ 
ZelcoPe cuS of co΍ee and then Ze 
had a serYice of +ol\ CoPPunion led 
E\ the 5eYȇd Cedric 5eaYle\ and the 
5eYȇd 3eter Vine\� taNen froP the %ooN 
of CoPPon 3ra\er Zhich Zas Yer\ 
faPiliar to soPe of our PePEers�  

$fter the loYel\� Seaceful serYice the 
Yer\ NnoZledgeaEle and entertaining 
+ead Verger� 6teShen 3rice� gaYe us a 

tour of the Euilding� 6oPe Sarts of the 
church date EacN to the ��th Centur\ 
and additions Zere Pade uS until 
the late ��th Centur\� a Post recent 
addition Eeing the /ad\ ChaSel in the 
��th Centur\�  6adl\� this entertaining 
and interesting tour Zas cut short E\ 
lunch in the :arZicN +all� :e Zere then 
free to e[Slore at our leisure the church 
and the ancient toZn of %urford�  :e all 
had a Post enMo\aEle da\ and certainl\ 
recoPPend a Yisit to this Eeautiful old 
church�

:e Zill Ee Yisiting 'ouai $EEe\ again 
for our 6eStePEer 4uiet 'a\� led E\ 
Canon $ngela TilE\� alZa\s a Yer\ 
Seaceful and enMo\aEle tiPe�

‘After the lovely, 
peaceful service the 
very knowledgeable 
and entertaining Head 
Verger, Stephen Price 
gave us a tour of the 
building.’
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On a Eeautiful -ul\ eYening driYing through the stunning 
countr\side of 5utland Zith the sun shining on the 
golden stone Ze Pet at 6t .\neEurgha Church at 

Castor in the 3eterEorough 'iocese on the feast da\ of 6t 
Mar\ Magdalen�  'uring the Eucharist� Ze adPitted to the 
guild Gu\ Torrance� a Yerger at 3eterEorough Cathedral�

Ζn 6eStePEer Ze Yisited +ol\ Trinit\ Church %arroZ uSon 
6oar� /eicester 'iocese for EYensong� This Zas a ȴ rst for the 
neZ incuPEent the 5eYerend CliYe :atts as he onl\ arriYed in 
-ul\�  %efore ordination CliYe Zas the head serYer at /eicester 
Cathedral and his Sartner 'aYid 6Sence Zas a Verger at the 
cathedral in till the\ PoYed to Cuddesdon Theological College�

Congratulations to Mathew Mawson

Mathew Mawson and 
Geoff rey Alvis Derby 
Vergers

The Eranch is Yer\ Sroud of MatheZ MaZson� the Yerger at 
'erE\ Cathedral on coPSleting his guild diSloPa course and 
achieYing a distinction for his content and Sresentation�  :ell 
done good and faithful serYant 

ȊMa\ the /ord Eless \our going out and \ouȇre coPing inȋ  Our 
Eranch ChaSlain Canon -ohn TonNin Zho has recentl\ entered 
his ��th decade� Canon -ohn has serYed the Eranch for � 
\ears and noZ feels it is tiPe to hand oYer� Ζt is hoSed that at 
the /eicester )estiYal during EYensong at ���� on Thursda\� �� 
6eStePEers Ze Zill the aEle to adPit a neZ Eranch ChaSlain

Marjorie Thomas
Branch Correspondent

BRANCH DIGEST
LEICESTER, 
PETERBOROUGH WITH 
DERBY BRANCH
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EAST ANGLIA BRANCH  

Our Eranch Peets regularl\ through the \ear for 
general Peetings�  :e do also tr\ to hold social 
eYents and Ze Zere grateful for 5eYȇd $lan and 5eYȇd 

Catherine )orsdiNe �our Eranch ChaSlains� o΍ ering their 
hoPe and garden for a %%4 at the end of -une�  Vergers 
and their resSectiYe Sartners are alZa\s ZelcoPe to attend 
Peetings and social eYents�

Ζn the grouS Sicture on the EacN roZ are 3aP CoEE� 5eY $lan 
)orsdiNe� 3egg\ 6eele\� Teresa Collard� Ζan CoEE� %ernard 
6eele\� MarMorie :aNeling� 3aul Collard� front roZ seated 5eY 
Catherine )orsdiNe� Val -e΍ er\ and 'icN -e΍ er\�

The food Zas delicious� the coPSan\ Zonderful� the Zeather 
ZarP and sunn\�  $ Yer\ good tiPe Zas had E\ all�

On �� $ugust Ze Zere 
SriYileged to adPit 
Margaret 5oEins at 6t 
$ugustine of +iSSo� 
ΖSsZich�  %oth 5eY Catherine 
and 5eY $lan )orsdiNe tooN 
Sart�  Margaret is EetZeen 
our Moing %ranch ChaSlains 
Zith P\self on the left�   

Our ne[t Eranch Peeting 
Zill Ee at %ur\ 6t EdPunds 
Cathedral in OctoEer�

Pam Cobb (Branch Secretary)

BRANCH DIGEST

CANTERBURY WITH ROCHESTER BRANCH  

This \ear our $GM Zas held in 
��th Centur\ Church 6t OsZald 
3addlesZorth� 6erYices are still 

held here� eYen though the onl\ access 
Zas Yia a long footSath� dotted that 
da\ Zith snoZdroSs and da΍ odils� 
The interior Zall once Slastered noZ 
striSSed to Eare NnaSSed ȵ ints� looNed 
liNe its stones 
had Eeen SicNed 
uS froP the 
surrounding 
ȴ elds a siPSl\ 
loYel\ Slace�  :e 
Zere ZelcoPed 
E\ 3aul and 
adPitted 
5oEert to the 
Guild�

Ζn Ma\� Ze sSent tiPe at 6t Michaels� 
East 3ecNhaP� $ 1orPan church set 
on a hilltoS Zith sZeeSing YieZs across 
the MedZa\ Yalle\� 'eserted E\ its 
Yillage Zhich PoYed tZo Piles aZa\ 
doZn to the riYer�  Our guide Zas 
the insSirational� inYinciEle Margaret 
/aZrence� +er EooN Ȇ)or $ll The 6aintsȇ 
Erought to life the thousands of 

Pen and ZoPen Zho had 
ZorshiSSed here� Ζt is Zell 
Zorth a Yisit if \ou are in the 
area�  The Church ConserYation 
Trust� The )riends Trust� the 
)loZer )estiYals� Musical EYents 
and Margaret /aZrence ensure 
the if the folNs Zho PoYed doZn 
the hill decide to coPe EacN uS 
the hill Zhere 6t Michaels is read\ 
and Zaiting for theP�

Our ne[t Peeting on the �th 6eStePEer 
Zill Ee to 6t $ugustineȇs $EEe\ in 
5aPsgate and the 3ugin +ouse house 
ne[t door�

Margaret Ovenden
Vice Chairman

had Eeen SicNed 

loYel\ Slace�  :e 
Zere ZelcoPed 

Erought to life the thousands of 

Zorth a Yisit if \ou are in the 
area�  The Church ConserYation 
Trust� The )riends Trust� the 
)loZer )estiYals� Musical EYents 
and Margaret /aZrence ensure 
the if the folNs Zho PoYed doZn 
the hill decide to coPe EacN uS 
the hill Zhere 6t Michaels is read\ 
and Zaiting for theP�
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SALISBURY BRANCH

On -une �� PePEers of 6alisEur\ %ranch Yisited P\ 
chaSlainc\ at the 5o\al 1aYal $ir 6tation at <eoYilton in 
6oPerset� Zhere Ze Zere Moined E\ Canon Maureen� 

:e Eegan the Yisit Zith a Sresentation on 1aYal ChaSlainc\ 
froP <eoYiltonȇs ChaSlainc\ TeaP /eader� the 5eYerend 
GrahaP +itchins 51 in Zhich he e[Slained such things as 
the role of a 1aYal ChaSlain� hoZ iteP � in the $rticles of :ar 
instructs CoPPanding Offi  cers to ensure that 'iYine :orshiS 
taNes Slace� and aEout hoZ ChaSlainc\ ZorNs at sea� :e then 
Zent on a Zindscreen tour of the $ir 6tation� Zith our Ȇtour 
guideȇ /eading $ir Engineering Technician �Mechanical� Tina 
.eel �Tina and Ζ haYe ZorNed together on other SroMects and 
are usuall\ grouSed together as ȆThe Tinaȇsȇ�� Zho is the fount 
of all NnoZledge regarding the )leet $ir $rP� it seePs� aided 
and aEetted E\ our driYer 
Ȇ%earȇ� :e stoSSed o΍  to 
looN at the 6ea +arrier Gate 
Guard and Tina e[Slained 
in Erief the ZorNings of the 
aircraft� +earing her Ȃ and 
)ather GrahaPȇs Ȃ Sersonal 
e[Seriences of their 
indiYidual Slaces Zithin the 
5o\al 1aY\ reall\ helSed 
Saint a Sicture of life in the 
51� 

'uring our tour� Ze stoSSed o΍  to SeeS inside the hangar 
doors of 1aY\ :ings and Panaged to get ourselYes a tour of 
the collection of 1aY\ :ingȇs historic aircraft E\ their e[trePel\ 
NnoZledgeaEle and enthusiastic 3roMect Manager .at\ CaPSEell� 
6he ZalNed us round the aircraft in the hangar �  3hantoP� 6ea 

Vi[en� 6ea )ur\ and Pore Ȃ and alloZed us to get uS close and 
Sersonal Zith the Zonderful 6Zordȴ sh� currentl\ the onl\ ȵ \ing 
6Zordȴ sh in the Zorld�

There folloZed a Zhistle�stoS lunch and then it Zas EacN into the 
transSort to taNe us EacN to our cars to driYe round the outside 
of the airȴ eld to the 6t� %artȇs� the )leet $ir $rP MePorial 
Church� in <eoYilton Yillage� Zhere our Custodian� -ulie� shoZed 
us around the church\ard� the 
5o\al 1aYal cePeter\ and the 
church� and Canon Maureen led 
a serYice of +ol\ CoPPunion 
during Zhich Ze adPitted a neZ 
$ssociate MePEer� 6teYe %aNer�
More triSs to the seaside are 
Slanned for later in the \ear� 
and PePEers of other Eranches 
Zould Ee Post ZelcoPe to Moin 
us�

BRANCH DIGEST

MEET OUR FELLOWS
JOHN CAMPBELL

FAITH, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP (LIFE FELLOWSHIP)

Although Ζ Zas EaStised as an infant� the Sroduct of an $nglican Pother and a 
non�conforPist la\ Sreacher father� Zhose Pother� P\ grandPother� Zas an 
e[coPPunicated 5oPan Catholic� and sent to 6unda\ 6chool uS to the age 

of seYen or eight Ζ do not consider P\self as a Ȇcradle Christianȇ� 
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Ζt Zas not until in P\ late teens that 
Ζ Zas introduced to -esus� it Zas in 
Montague %urton Tailors Ζ Zas Eeen 
Peasured for a suit� the tailor � Zho 
EecaPe a great friend� .eYin 'i[on� 
Zas on his Nnees� his face leYel Zith 
P\ Pidri΍ and a taSe Peasure � Zith 
a � inch Erass end� in hand read\ to 
taNe P\ inside leg PeasurePent� then 
it haSSened� he thrust the Erass end 
of the taSe Peasures EetZeen P\ 
legs� looNed uS and said ȆhaYe \ou eYer 
thought aEout -esusȇ" Ζ donȇt thinN a da\ 
has gone E\ since then� Ζ haYenȇt thought 
of -esus� thanNs �or Pa\Ee ElaPe� goes 
to .eYin� of course aided E\ the +ol\ 
6Sirit� for Zhat Zas to folloZ�

$fter Moining the sta΍ of %radford 
Cathedral� as %ishoSȇs Verger� in Ma\ 
���� Zhen the then 3recentor said ȆΖȇP 
sure that there is an organisation for 
SeoSle liNe \ouȇ� ȊΖȇP sure there isȋ Zas 
P\ reSl\� and� E\ the )east of $ll 6oulȇs 
the saPe \ear Ζ Zas adPitted to the 
Guild in the 3arish Church of %atle\� 
:est <orNshire� 3rior to P\ transfer to 
%radford Ζ had serYed tZo \ears as a 
Sarish social�ZorN assistant in the 3arish 
of -arroZ� Zhere Ζ Pet P\ Zife 3auline � it 
Zas ȆloYe oYer the Elotterȇ� as Zeȇd had to 
share a desN�

Ver\ soon after Moining the Guild� in ���� 
Ζ Zas inYited to forP a Eranch of the 
Guild Zhich soon EecaPe the %radford 
	 :aNeȴeld %ranch� EecoPing ChairPan 
and $rea /eader� $t its height Eranch 
PePEershiS stood at around the fort\ 
ParN� Zith PePEershiS stretching froP 
%arnsle\ to %urleigh in the 1orth� %\ ���� 
Eranch PePEers Zhere SreSaring for the 
Golden $nniYersar\ of the Guild Zhich 
had Eeen forPed �in its Sresent forP� 
folloZing a chance Peeting EetZeen� 
Victor %ucN� head Yerger of /eeds 3arish 
Church and /aZrence )arrendon� head 
Yerger of %radford Cathedral� 

%\ ���� Ζ Moined the sta΍ of :inchester 
Cathedral as $ssistant Verger� Eut due 
to the geograSh\� he nearest Eranch 
Zas %ournePouth or 3ortsPouth and 
interest in forPing a Eranch Eased 

in :inchester Zas PoriEund� Ζ failed 
PiseraEl\ in Ereathing life into a dead 
dog Zhich did not e[ist�

The inYitation to Moin the sta΍ of Carlisle 
Cathedral as +ead Verger Zas too good 
an oSSortunit\ to Piss and so in -anuar\ 
����� Ze found ourselYes reMoicing in the 
Ȇhills of the northȇ� +istor\ reSeated itself� 
and� again Ζ found P\self �re� forPing the 
Carlisle %ranch of the Guild� Zhich had 
Eeen forPed originall\ in the ����s E\ 
founder PePEer /aZrence )arrendon� 
CuPEria Zas a geograShicall\ challenging 
area in Zhich to forP a Eranch� 
Pountains and laNes douEled Mourne\ 
tiPes and distances Eut coPe the\ did 
and a full and actiYe Eranch Zas a Mo\ to 
serYe as � again � $rea /eader and Eranch 
ChairPan� Ζt Zas Zhilst a at Carlisle that 
Ζ EecaPe 1ational ChairPan in ����� 
oYerseeing a re�Zrite of the constitution 
and ZorNing Zith the late 'aYid 'ore\� 
/iaison Officer and forPer General 
6ecretar\� on gaining s\nod recognition�

$fter ȴYe haSS\ \ears serYing the 
cathedral and the guild our great friend 
5o\ Mc'onald died and again Ζ Zas asNed 
to consider a neZ Sosition� as 'eanȇs 
Verger of /incoln Cathedral� Zho Zould 
not Zant the SriYilege to serYe in that 
Ȇgreat Sile of stonesȇ� Ee in no douEt � that 
is all it is� a Sile of stones� Eut Zhat a Sile� 
a Sile Zhich giYes the Church� the SeoSle 
of God� a sSringEoard for the GosSel� $nd 
thus� on the feast of the Transȴguration 
���� Ze PoYed south again to the East 
Midlands� $nd \es� \ou Pa\ E\ noZ haYe 
guessed� there Zas no CEGV Eranch in 
the /incoln 'iocese� so feelers Zent out 
and� Zith the helS of Michael +aines of 
%oston 6tuPS� Ze forPed the /incoln 
Eranch �Zhich raSidl\ EecaPe the /incoln 
6outhZell Eranch� Ζt Zas in P\ earl\ 
da\s at /incoln that Ζ EecaPe General 
6ecretar\ Zith the Sainful tasN of steering 
the Guild through soPe darN tiPes� 
Zhich Zas a Sainful tiPe nationall\� The 
/incoln Eranch ȵourished and although 
Ze are in the southern SroYince� a 
1orthern 5all\ Zas held here Zith The 
5eYerend 5oger 5o\al as guest sSeaNer� 

Ζ Zas aSSointed OYerseas /iaison Office 
in ���� and Ζ continue in that role� also 
in that \ear� it Zas a SriYilege to Ee 
aZarded )elloZshiS of the Guild� %eing 
a felloZ Pa\ Ee seen as the ultiPate 
accolade and so it is� Eut to acceSt 
this trePendous reZard coPes Zith 
trePendous resSonsiEilit\ to Ee an 
aPEassador for all that is good Zithin 
our guild Eeing out there as it Zere in the 
Pission ȴeld heralding the ZorN of those 
Zhose Sractical Pinistr\ of handling 
<ahZehȇs hardZare� SerhaSs the true 
deacons of the church� )elloZshiS� does 
not Pean that Ze can sit EacN� fold our 
arPs and YieZ froP afar� no� the one 
ZhoP Ze serYe did not sit EacN and fold 
his arPs� he held theP out and said 
ȆcoPeȇ� 

$s Ζ contePSlate retirePent Ζ hoSe 
to carr\ on� Zith the Grace of God 
and the Zill of the guild� as OYerseas 
MePEershiS Officer and sa\ to our 
oYerseas PePEers � coPe



18 The Official Magazine of the Church of England Guild of Vergers Autumn 2019

CAN
TU

AR G

V
C E

EBO
R

...

T+E VΖ5GE5 l ZZZ�cofegY�org�uN

FOR YOUR DIARY
MEMBERS

Y  ou Pa\ Ee interested in eYents haSSening across the 
countr\ hosted E\ local Eranches� 3lease ensure that \ou 
contact the local contact Srior to attending in case details 

haYe changed� esSeciall\ tiPes or locations� :hile Ze are a local
%ranch�Eased organisation� Ze Zish to rePePEer that Ze are 
eTuall\ a 1ational organisation� Ζf \our %ranch Zishes to
haYe their eYents listed here Slease let us NnoZ�

Wednesday 4 September 2019
CanterEur\ 	 5ochester %ranch Zill Peet at 6t $ugustineȇs 
$EEe\ in 5aPsgate�  )urther details can Ee oEtained froP 
Margaret OYenden� Vice ChairPan� on  
Virger@canterbury-cathedral.org

Wednesday 18 & Thursday 19 September 2019
/eicester and 3eterEorough Zith 'erE\ %ranch haYe o΍ered 
/eicester Cathedral as a Yenue for a )ull )estiYal� )urther details 
can Ee oEtained froP .athr\n MoEEs on  
clivekathryn@yahoo.co.uk or les.mitchelmore@gmail.com 
 
Monday 23 September 2019 
The Chichester� Guildford and 3ortsPouth %ranch Zill Ee 
attending the )loZer )estiYal at 6t $ndreZ the $Sostle in 
:orthing �%1�� �;%� on �� 6eStePEer at �����aP�  6ee 
)loZers and sa\ Pid�da\ Sra\ers� then Zander into :orthing 
toZn centre for lunch and ice creaP on the 3roPenade and 
tiPe to Yisit soPe of the seaside attractions� :e Zill re�grouS 
for EYening 3ra\er sitting on the sea Zall �Zeather SerPitting� 
Eefore either heading hoPe or adMourning to a local hostelr\ 
for suSSer if Ze need ZarPing uS after Eeing in the sea Ereeze 
all da\� 3lease let us NnoZ if \ouȇd liNe to Moin us � all ZelcoPe�  
Contact -ane Gorrie� verger@stmaryshorsham.org.uk

Thursday 3 October 2019
The East $nglia %ranch are hosting a da\ at 6t EdPundsEur\ 
Cathedral� %ur\ 6t EdPunds Ζ3�� �/6 at �����aP on � OctoEer�  
:e Zill Moin ChaSter � �the Cathedral Volunteer 6ocial grouS� for 
a talN E\ Charles Garland  aSSro[iPatel\ one hour duration� on 
his ZorN at the %%C� )urther details can Ee oEtained froP 3aP 
CoEE on pamela_cobb@btinternet.com

Wednesday 4 December  2019 
The %lacNEurn� Chester 	 Manchester %ranch Zill Ee Moining 
the /iYerSool %ranch for a ChristPas Eucharist and /unch on 
� 'ecePEer at ��noon at /iYerSool Cathedral� )urther details 
can Ee oEtained froP Trace\ at Traceydru@hotmail.co.uk  or 
����� ��� ���

Monday 10 – Thursday 13 August 2020
$nnual Training Conference EliP Conference Centre� :est 
MalYern� $n\one Zishing to coPe should contact Margaret 
%urston on CEGVConference@gmail.com
 
Wednesday 16 September 2020 
East $nglia %ranch haYe o΍ered 6t EdPundsEur\ Cathedral as a 
Yenue for a )estiYal /ite� More details Zill Ee forthcoPing in the 
near future� 
 
Monday 9 – Thursday 12 August 2021 tbc
$nnual Training Conference EliP Conference Centre� :est 
MalYern� $n\one Zishing to coPe should contact Margaret 
%urston on CEGVConference@gmail.com

Ζf \our %ranch has an\ eYents that \ou Zish to haYe adYertised 
on this Sage Slease contact the CoPPunications Officer 
CEGVMedia@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK  

O) T+E
GUILD CHRONICLER

‘But passing all the rest by far, in 

most majestic mien, is Mr Watson, 

who doth bear the Verge before the 

Dean. In robes of velvet, gorgeous, 

rich as daily may be seen, that folks 

can scarce discover which of these 

two is the Dean’

During John Campbell’s sermon at 
conference he quoted a few lines 
from a poem written by James Walter 

Brown and published in 1922 in a book 
called Round Carlisle Cross. This was to 
illustrate our love of dressing up in a very 
tongue in cheek way. 

$ Eit aEout the Pan hiPself� George Mason� entered 
on the duties of Cathedral Yerger� and $SSaritor to the 
%ishoS of Carlisle� in ����� and SerforPed theP until 
����� +e Zas also the last of such $SSaritors� the duties 
attaching to the office in Tuestion laSsing Zhen the 
SroYing of :ills� and other diocesan custoPs� caPe to 
an end� uSon 'istrict 3roEate 5egistries Eeing instituted� 
+e Zas a YeneraEle old gentlePan� and as loYaEle as 
YeneraEle� 

Ζ use the Zord gentlePan adYisedl\� for in all P\ life Ζ 
haYe not NnoZn an\one Zho Pore deserYed the naPe� 
+e Zas then aSSroaching eight\ \ears of age� and he 
PoYed in an atPosShere of old�Zorld courteousness� 
6hort and slender in Euild� Zith the Zhitest of hair� and 
the snoZiest shirt and necN�cloth� alZa\s dressed aliNe� 
in ElacN Eroadcloth� Zith coat cut in the old�fashioned 
sZalloZ�tail st\le� calP and unȵurried at all tiPes� he Zas 
EeloYed E\ eYer\one� +is headstone at Carlisle CePeter\ 
states that he died on �� March ���� aged eight\�one 
\ears� haYing Eeen Ȇ$SSaritor�Generalȇ of the 'iocese of 
Carlisle for nearl\ ȴft\�ȴYe \ears� 

James Armstrong, Guild Chronicler
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The Guild Prayer 
$lPight\ )ather� froP ZhoP eYer\ faPil\ in heaYen and earth is naPed� 

Zho has called us into the felloZshiS of \our Church�
grant� Ze Sra\� that in all our churches Ze Pa\ fulȴl the duties 

and enMo\ the SriYileges of our sSiritual hoPe�
$nd on those Zho o΍er thePselYes for serYice as Yergers in the house of God 

EestoZ the fullness of \our grace�
that� united in loYe to \ou and to one another� 

Ze Pa\ shoZ forth \our glor\ and hasten the coPing of \our NingdoP�
Through -esus Christ� our /ord� $Pen� 
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