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DEADLINE  FOR THE WINTER ISSUE:  
 

Friday 16
th  

November 2012  
 

 

Welcome to the Autumn 2012 issue of the Guild of Vergers Magazine. If you would like to 

include Branch news, articles, book reviews or any other information you feel our readers 

would find of interest please send to the Communications Officer.  

Marek Barden  

448a Wells Road  

Knowle  

Bristol  

BS14 9AF 
 

E-mail: cegvcommsoff@gmail.com  

2012 
 

Tuesday 25
th

 September  
Canterbury Province Festival at Canterbury Cathedral  

(80
th
 Anniversary of the Guild) 

 

2013 
 

Tuesday 21
st 

May 
York Province Festival at Beverley Minster 

 

Sunday 28
th

 July
 
ð Thursday 1

st 
August  

Annual Training Conference 
Elim Conference Centre, West Malvern 

 

Thursday September 12
th

 
Canterbury Province Festival at Saint Albanôs Cathedral 

 

2014 
 

Canterbury Province Festival at Hereford Cathedral 
(Details to be Confirmed)  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 

 

TO ALL  BRANCHES 
& INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS 

 

With the ever increasing cost of postage some 
Branches & Members have expressed an interest 
in the possibility of having The Virger sent as an 
electronic copy to members with E -mail instead of 
a hard copy.  
 

The Virger would be sent in a PDF Format which 
you can either print off if you wish or read on 
screen.  
 

If you would be interested in receiving The Virger 
in this way in the future and thus cutting your 
postage costs please contact the Communications 
Officer for further details.  
 

FFORTHCOMINGORTHCOMING   EEVENTSVENTS  

 

THE 2012 CATALOGUE  IS OUT NOW! 
 

The Guild shop has Guild branded articles to 
add a little something to every Vergers uniform, 
whether itôs a Guild fleece, designed to help the 
Verger as they battle with the Medieval heating 
on a cold morning or a Guild Gown Badge to 
spice up your official Vergers robes. The shop 
has something for you. New lines have been 
added for 2012. 
 

For more information on the shops products, to 
order a catalogue or place an order contact:  

 

The Shop Manager  
Mr Andrew Baker 

70b The Close 
Salisbury 
Wiltshire 
SP1 2EN 

Tel: 01722 421559 

or E-mail direct: spitndribble@btinternet.com 
or via the Guild Website: www.cofegv.org.uk 

 

 
GS002 

Gown Badge  
£16.00 

 

GS007 
75 Years  

Leading the Way  
by 

John Campbell  
£2.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GS005 
Name Badge  

£7.50 

 

GS003 
Lapel Badge  

(Full Member)  
£6.00 

 

GS008 
Car 

Window Sticker  
£1.50 

 

GS006 
Pair of Guild  

Cufflinks  
£15.00 

 
 
 
 
 

FRONT COVER: The Official Conference Photograph ~ On the steps of the Elim Conference Centre, West Malvern 
after the Opening Eucharist in Saint Jamesô Church ~ Photograph by Stephen Haude. 

GS009 
Guild Bookmark  

£1.00 

TT HEHE   GG UILDUILD   SS HOPHOP   
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Gold medals all round for the Training Team. As you will read in the next few pages of this 
issue, the Annual Training Conference has just taken place and the Training Team have really 
surpassed themselves.  
 

The new venue greatly enhanced our experience, with views which were stunning, facilities 
which were top notch, food which was delicious and speakers which were spell binding. I will 
leave others to comment further. 
 

New officers were elected at the Central Council meeting on the Sunday evening and presented at the AGM on the 
Monday. 
 

Stephen Stokes takes over from Amanda Berry as the General Secretary. Denise Mead is our new Liaison Officer 
building on the foundations put in place by Dee Caulton Ball. We do not lose Dee altogether as she is representing 
the Canterbury Province together with Neil Pickford representing the York Province on Central Council for this next 
year. 
 

Marek Barden takes over as Communications Officer as well as Editor of ñThe Virgerò magazine.  
 

John Shearer: Training Officer, Roger Lawrence: Training Registrar, Margaret Burston: Conference Secretary, and 
James Armstrong: Guild Chronicler were re-elected. Michael Golby and Matthew Kemsley were also re-elected as 
Welfare Officer and Assistant. 
 

After the Conference I am sad to report that Michael stood down as Welfare Officer owing to family/personal reasons 
which were not fully apparent at the time of the Central Council meeting and his re-election. Thank you Michael for 
all your endeavours to look after our memberôs welfare. We wish you well in the next phase of your life. Matthew will 
take over as Welfare Officer.  
 

Our thanks go to all those who have stood down from office. Amanda Berry, Roger Lawrence who filled the gap as 
acting General Secretary, Dee Caulton-Ball. Doreen Cook, who for many years was the Area Leader representing 
the York Province on Central Council and John Shearer representing the Canterbury Province. 
 

Communication has become a bit of a major issue within the Guild so be warned the new General Secretary is on a 
mission to replace our membership data base with one which is not full of mistakes. In the coming months you will 
be asked to complete a simple form giving your details. We are starting the list from scratch so your help is required 
and will be appreciated.  
 

Well enough of my ramblings why not pour yourself a nice cuppa, put your feet up and enjoy the next few pages of 
reports and photos. 
 

James Armstrong  

NN ATIONALATIONAL   CCHAIRMANHAIRMAN õõSS  LLETTERETTER   

If you know of someone for whom prayers would be of benefit  
or someone who has been prayed for and has recovered/shown improvement,  

please inform the National Chaplain or the National Welfare Officer  
 

Chichester, Guildford & Portsmouth: Graham Brindley  
 

Gloucester, Hereford & Worcester: Joy Birkin & Jim Wooldridge  
 

Lincoln & Southwell: Reverend Robert Whitehead  
 

Oxford: Anita (Annie) Bayliss, David Dutson, Jean Hedley & Margaret Morris  
 

Rochester: Victor Warren  
 

Saint Albans: Peter Hudson  
 

Salisbury: Barbara Carr & Babs Taylor  
 

Somerset & Avon: óDickô Chenoweth, Lionel Holway, Peter Martin  
 

York: John Roycroft  
 

And everyone not specifically mentioned who need love, counsel and the grace of Our Lord  
 

Margaret Scott of the Blackburn, Chester & Manchester Branch  
and Michael Greaves of the Devon & Cornwall Branch 

would like to thank everyone for their prayers  

PPRAYERRAYER   RR EQUESTSEQUESTS  
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Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings from a grey and chilly Hereford. I do hope that if you attended the Conference you 
enjoyed our new place and learned much from the three excellent speakers to assist you in the 
Training Course!! 
 

Last Monday we celebrated the Feast of Bernard of Clairvaux. I have a slightly vested interest 
because I am just about to take the Friends of Hereford Cathedral to France on Pilgrimage óIn the steps of Bernard.ô  
 

Bernard was a ógiantô in the Church of his day and although he didnôt found the Cistercian Order, it was largely due to 
his enthusiasm that it flourished in the eleventh century. Bernard was determined that his monks should return to the 
simple Rule of  Benedict: simple liturgy, much silence, some study and hard manual work. Such movements, going 
back to the basics of the Gospel, have been tried many times during the life of the Church. It almost seems as if one 
generation cannot cope with what they see as the excesses of the past generation. 
 

Bernard was a man of God; a deeply sensitive man who came close to God through contemplative prayer. Although 
the aim of Cistercian Order was to set men apart from the world so that their souls might be purified and led step by 
step towards union with God by a recovery of their lost likeness to him, what Bernard has to say about the active and 
contemplative life is relevant to all Christian people. Action and contemplation together are expressions of the life of 
the Church. They both flow from our life in Christ, completing and fulfilling one another. 
 

While it is clear that Bernard sees the monastic life as the óidealô for a Christian, nevertheless he recognizes that it is 
a mirror for all Christian life and so it is not surprising that within the monastery there should be various ways to God. 
The monastery is a microcosm within the whole Church and therefore reproduces something of the Church itself. 
Hence, within the monastery we find the active life, the contemplative life and the mixed life being led side by side.  
 

Bernard was a scholar and biblical exegete, though not an intellectual in the sense of striving after knowledge for the 
sake of knowledge. He believed that too wide a knowledge was corrupting on the mind and formed a temptation to 
the monastic simple life. His integrity and his search for truth led him to examine the scriptures in a way that was 
reminiscent of Jerome. This brought him into painful and prolonged arguments with some of the scholars of his day; 
most notably with Peter the Venerable, Abbot of Cluny and Peter Abelard. 
 

Bernard lived at a time of great turmoil within the Church and one of the most difficult things to understand about him 
is how this monk and mystic could play such an important role in the politics of his time ï how he, who believed in 
the stability of the monk within his own enclosure, could be so influential on Kings, Popes and Bishops, travelling to 
meet them and talk with them. His advice was sought on all manner of matters ï he was the friend of many and the 
enemy of not a few! 
 

Bernardôs influence during his lifetime was immense ï probably no other person during the early twelfth century was 
so active in political and religious life. Yet, Bernard remained a monk within a strictly enclosed Order, and longed for 
the peace and silence of the monastery at Clairvaux. Constantly drawn out of his enclosure, Bernard acted as 
peacemaker, reformer, judge and mediator. Yet, his inner life was far more important and real to him than the world 
around him. He was a wonderful preacher who could melt the heart and inspire the spirit of those who heard him. His 
whole message, as relevant now as then, was one of love, simplicity in love for God; simplicity in oneôs life so that 
God was Lord and King. 
 

When we look back at the history of the Church, men and women of charisma have always arisen to move the 
Church back to fundamentals. In our own day we have seen some signs of movements towards simplicity ï even if 
we donôt much like what we see. 
 

The disturbers of the status quo are 
important though in helping us to 
rethink the liturgy, the operation and 
relevance of the Church in our own 
day and age. I am fearful that so 
many people, and especially young 
people live in a virtual world where 
nothing is real or relevant: I think 
our task is as great as it was for 
Bernard in returning to simplicity, 
silence, study and hard work! 
 

I wish you all a good summer and a 
joyous return to your duties in the 
Autumn. I do hope to see many of 
you in the coming months. 
 

With all good wishes and my love, 
Canon Maureen  

NN ATIONALATIONAL   CCHAPLAINHAPLAIN õõSS  LLETTERETTER   
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Dear All 
 

Please may I introduce myself to you. I have been a Verger for over ten years, first serving at Saint 
Marylebone Parish Church in London and then at Romsey Abbey. I am currently the Verger and 
Chapel Clerk at Saint Johnôs College Chapel, Cambridge. 
 

The role of the Verger is very dear to my heart and I would like to develop and evolve the work of 
guild so that it may be ready for the challenges in the years to come. To this end I would like to ask for your help, is 
there anything that we as a guild can do that we are not doing, or not doing to the best of our abilities? 
 

Please let me know your thoughts on this or any other points you would like to raise, it is only with your comments 
and suggestions that the guild will grow and prosper. 
 

Also it is my desire to visit each local branch, to this end please feel free to invite me to your meetings, (it does not 
have to be just the outings it can be for the general meetings as well) if you feel that you could invite me please send 
me a few dates so that I can see what works with my diary. 
 

My contact details can be found on the back page of the magazine. Please feel free to contact me at any time and I 
will endeavour to return phone calls within 24 hours. 
  

I hope to see as many of you as possible at the Canterbury Province Festival on the 25
th
 of this month. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
Stephen Stokes  
General Secretary  

II NTRODUCINGNTRODUCING   THETHE   NN EWEW  GGENERALENERAL   SSECRETARYECRETARY     

It is with much fear and trepidation that I now take on the role of Liaison Officer for the Guild of 
Vergers following in the very capable steps of Dee Caulton-Ball, so I would like to use this article to 
introduce myself to you as I shall probably be asking for your help to identify places which have a 
Verger but who are not members of the Guild and equally areas where people perform the role but 
have not been introduced to or thought about joining the Guild. I will be contacting all Area Leaders 
in the first instance to assist me with this. 

 

Currently, I am Verger of Croydon Minster, formerly Croydon Parish Church which is a very large Minster/Parish 
Church in Croydon, Surrey. We are open daily between 9.30a.m. & 4p.m. We were made a Minster in May 2011 
which was a great honour for us. I am not only the Verger, I am also the Parish Administrator, the Vicarôs Secretary, 
the Sacristan & all round GDB but I am fortunate in that I really love my job. 
 

I am also Secretary of the London, Southwark & Chelmsford Branch of the Guild of Vergers and Secretary of the 
Southwark Chapter of the Company of Servers. I am happily married to Melvyn who is very supportive of all I do. I 
have a grown up daughter, a step-son and step-daughter both of whom are married and have both made me a 
grandmother, so my life is fairly fulfilled. 
 

I have been in the Guild for about sixteen years, active for about the last ten years ï took me a while to realise that 
you get out of this what you are prepared to put in and thanks to some very good friends in the L, S & C Branch I 
now throw myself into it wholeheartedly. I do try to get to both festivals each year and to as much or as little of the 
conference as my job will allow. I have attended General Synod with Dee, both in London and York, and I think that I 
understand the set up and the need for us to be represented at both these occasions. This year in York we were 
able to assist with setting up and clearing away for the Eucharist services which, we hope, made the Chaplain to 
Synodôs life a little easier.   
 

I am really keen to promote the Guild. I have a good working relationship with my local Diocesan Office and my local 
Cathedral and understand the hierarchy and set up of both of these well. I am used to big occasions,  confirmations, 
ordinations, welcoming & retiring as well as huge media-fuelled funerals and I have verged at Saint Paulôs Cathedral, 
although I have not been asked since Father Tom left! 
 

Through my own job I have worked with many organisations such as English Heritage etc...and am aware of the 
work and need for other lay organisations within the Church of England. I also have knowledge of the various grant 
making bodies and faculty applications. 
 

I hope you feel I have enough experience to take on the role of Liaison Officer and I will certainly endeavour to give 
this the gravitas it deserves. Please feel free to contact me at any time if you feel I can be of help promoting the 
Guild to neighbouring parishes etc... or with anything else.    
 

Denise Mead  
Liaison Officer  

II NTRODUCINGNTRODUCING   THETHE   NN EWEW  LL IAISONIAISON   OO FFICERFFICER   


