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DEADLINE FOR THE SPRING ISSUE:  
 

Saturday 23
rd

 February 2013 

 

Welcome to the Winter 2012 issue of The Virger. If you would like to include Branch news, 
articles, adverts, photos, book reviews or any other information you feel our readers would 

find of interest please send to the Communications Officer. 
 

Marek Barden 

448a Wells Road 

Knowle 

Bristol BS14 9AF 

E-mail: CEGVCommsOff@gmail.com 

The Guild shop has Guild branded articles to 
add a little something to every Vergers uniform, 
whether it’s a Guild fleece, designed to help the 
Verger as they battle with the Medieval heating 
on a cold morning or a Guild Gown Badge to 
spice up your official Vergers robes. The shop 
has something for you. New lines have been 
added for 2012. 
 

For more information on the shops products, to 
order a catalogue or place an order contact:  

 

The Shop Manager  
Mr Andrew Baker 

70b The Close 
Salisbury 
Wiltshire 
SP1 2EN 

Tel: 01722 421559 
 

or E-mail direct: spitndribble@btinternet.com 
or via the Guild Website: www.cofegv.org.uk 

 

 
GS002 

Gown Badge 
£16.00 

 

GS007 
75 Years 

Leading the Way 
by 

John Campbell 
£2.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GS005 
Name Badge 

£7.50 

 

GS003 
Lapel Badge 

(Full Member) 
£6.00 

 

GS008 
Car 

Window Sticker 
£1.50 

 

GS006 
Pair of Guild 

Cufflinks 
£15.00 

 

FRONT COVER: THE OFFICIAL PHOTO AT THE CANTERBURY PROVINCE FESTIVAL, CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL, TUESDAY 
25

th 
SEPTEMBER 2012. IMAGE COPYRIGHT TO STEPHEN J BROWN. PLEASE DO NOT RE-USE WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

GS009 
Guild Bookmark 

£1.00 

Did you know...? Some Interesting Christmas Facts 
 

In AD 350, Pope Julius I proclaimed the 25
th
 December the official celebration date for the birthday of Christ 

 

The word Christmas comes from the Old English "Cristes Maesse" meaning "Christ's Mass” 
 

The first Christmas celebrated in Britain is thought to have been in York in AD 521 
 

The holly in a wreath symbolises Christ's Crown of Thorns while the red berries are drops of his Blood 
 

Carols weren't sung in Churches until they were introduced by Saint Francis of Assisi in the 13
th
 century 

 

Carols in England began as an old custom called Wassailing, toasting neighbours to a long life 
 

The word Noël derives from the French expression "les bonnes nouvelles" or "the good news" 
 

There is no reference to angels singing anywhere in the Bible 
 

Despite the tale of three wise men paying homage to baby Jesus, the Bible never gives a number. 
Matthew's Gospel refers merely to "wise men” 

 

We wish all our readers a Joyful Christmas & a Peaceful New Year 

TTHEHE  GGUILDUILD  SSHOPHOP  

SAINT NICHOLAS HOSPITAL 
 

Saint Nicholas Hospital, Salisbury, provides supported housing in a Christian community, adjacent to the Cathedral 
Close. Saint Nicholas Hospital currently has vacant self-contained flats available to ‘people in need and of good 
character’. For further information please visit the website: www.stnicholashospital.co.uk or contact: 
 

The Master, The Master’s House, Saint Nicholas Hospital, Saint Nicholas Road, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2SW 
 
 

TELEPHONE: 01722 336874 
 

E-MAIL: michael@mickthevic.org.uk 
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2013 
 

Tuesday 21
st 

May 
York Province Festival at Beverley Minster 

 

Sunday 28
th

 July
 
— Thursday 1

st 
August 

Annual Training Conference at the Elim Conference Centre, West Malvern 
 

Thursday September 12
th

 
Canterbury Province Festival at Saint Alban’s Cathedral 

 

2014 
Canterbury Province Festival at Hereford Cathedral (Details to be Confirmed) 

 

Canterbury Cathedral played host to us for our 80
th
 Anniversary celebrations and may I say 

well done to Chris Crooks and the team who masterminded our time at the Festival. It was 
great to see so many of you there and from all parts of the country, representing all areas of 
our corporate life. We enjoyed good worship, food and company all enhanced by the efficiency 
and attentiveness of our hosts. It was truly a memorable day. 
 

Central Council met in Birmingham in November, unfortunately I was unable to be there so 
Canon Maureen kindly chaired the meeting. Thank you to those Officers and Area leaders 

who were there and for the decisions that they reached. 
 

Yesterday I was confronted with an image that I had not given any thought to until it was before my eyes. Joseph 
leading a Donkey with a pregnant Mary on its back, I was taken aback for a few moments I have to say and then the 
sudden realisation that it would have had to have happened. I now have been thinking about the practicalities of 
Mary and Josephs’ journey. Setting out on this trip must have been annoying in the first place, considerably worse 
than rolling out of bed on your day off to wander to the Polling Station to cast your vote. The discomfort of sitting on a 
donkey most of the day, the need to nip to the loo every five minutes, the task of bringing and preparing food, what 
to wear, what to take for the new infant, let alone where were they to stay when they eventually got there. Joseph 
must have had the patience of a saint, if you pardon the expression, the stubbornness of a donkey who was straining 
under the weight of Mary and all their provisions, Mary moaning about her back being sore from sitting on a smelly 
beast all day, the constant reminders of mind that pot hole, watch that oncoming Camel. Perhaps not the latter two, 
but you get the picture. Joseph must have been deeply in love with her and have had absolute confidence in the 
dream which gave him the reassurance that all would be well with them.  
 

Well I bet you are wondering where I am going with this train of thought, Well I am giving myself a good talking too. 
You see I always claim “I HATE Christmas!”  In fact that is not true; I hate the build up to it with all its false bonhomie. 
As vergers we also have an enormous amount of preparation to take care of and all these people coming to Carol 
Services, Concerts etc... before the main event messing our Churches and Cathedrals up.....Well need I say more. 
This year I am going to try to remind myself of the hardship that Mary and Joseph endured as they journeyed to 
Bethlehem and the love that Joseph showed to Mary as she went into labour, without even a decent roof over their 
heads. So James, be told you need to be more tolerant and loving to those who cross your path in the run up to the 
feast of our Lord’s Nativity. To you this Christmas may I wish you all the joy, love and peace that the promised Christ 
child brought to this world. 
 

James Armstrong 

NNATIONALATIONAL  CCHAIRMANHAIRMAN’’SS  LLETTERETTER  

 
 

Thank you so much to everybody who joined us for the Canterbury Province Festival in Canterbury Cathedral on 
the 24

th
 & 25

th
 September, to help us celebrate the Guild’s 80

th
 Anniversary, and the 18

th
 Birthday of the Canterbury 

Branch! And what a party it was! You will read a fuller account elsewhere in this edition, but I would  like to take this 
opportunity, through these pages, to a pay a huge tribute to my wife Debbie, my colleagues at the Cathedral, and the 
Branch Committee for all the hard work, planning, energy and thought that was put in to bringing together the various 
elements of the Festival in such a truly magnificent way. It was a real team effort – and what a team! The Cathedral 
community of clergy and laity, departments and volunteers all helped in so many ways to make it all possible. 
 

But in particular, a very heart-felt “Thank you” for the great honour of being awarded the Fellowship of the Guild of 
Vergers, and to be presented with it in Canterbury. It was well worth the wait, to have Debbie, the local Branch, my 
Cathedral colleagues, and my peers all around; it was very humbling. So a big thank you to whoever planned that – 
it was spot on. I will wear my new gown and hood with pride… on appropriate occasions! Here’s to the next 80 years!  
 

With best wishes, 
Chris Crooks, FCEGV 

CCANTERBURYANTERBURY  PPROVINCEROVINCE  FFESTIVALESTIVAL  

FFORTHCOMINGORTHCOMING  EEVENTSVENTS  
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Dear Friends 
 

Greetings for Advent and the Feast of Christmas 
 

As we read the newspapers and hear of the bloodshed in Syria and in the Holy Land we are 
reminded that human beings do not learn from past experience!  
 

At the time of the birth of Jesus, the Holy Land was occupied by Roman soldiers and the people 
lived in fear of arrest, molestation and violence. They were fearful that their houses would be demolished; that their 
livelihoods would be taken away. Hunger was never far away from them. Yet it was into such a situation that our 
Lord was born: born to a young girl and an older man who were not yet married. The Roman census caused them to 
go on a long journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem just as Mary reached the end of her pregnancy. We can imagine 
the discomfort, the fear and the anxiety for both Mary and Joseph – the fear of both life and death. 
 

 Then, as Julian the 12
th
 Century Abbot of Vezelay writes: ‘While gentle silence enveloped the whole earth, the night 

was halfway through its course, your all-powerful Word, O Lord, leaped down from your royal throne in the heavens.’ 
In this ancient text of Scripture, the most sacred moment of time is made known to us, the moment of God’s all-
powerful Word would leave the tender embrace of the Father and come down into his mother’s womb, bringing us 
the good news of salvation. For as it says elsewhere in Scripture, ‘God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 
ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son,’ declaring: ‘This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased.’ And so from his royal throne the Word of God has come to us, humbling himself in order to 
raise us on high, becoming poor himself in order to make us rich, becoming human in order to make us divine.’ 
 

The darkness dispersed and the Light shone: the light shining as if through a stained glass window for those who 
would see it. Incarnation brings us God in human form as Light, Life and Love. As Light because he is all-light and in 
him is no darkness at all; as Life because he is the eternal Life and by his death for our sake and his resurrection we 
die with Christ in order to live that risen life. He comes as Love – a love which surpasses anything we know of love in 
human terms. Bernard of Clairvaux wrote: ‘Christ became incarnate to open a way of access into the unsearchable 
depths of God who otherwise might have remained hidden from us.’ As we accept Christ as Lord and Life and Love 
we are given access into the unfathomable being of God and especially an insight into his great Love. Saint John’s 
Gospel sums up the incarnation in the words: ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoever 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.’ 
 

In Hereford Cathedral we have a small Chapel, intended as a Chantry Chapel, into which in 2007 new stained glass 
windows were created to commemorate Thomas Traherne (1637 – 1674) One of the lights has a Cross: Traherne 
writes: ‘That Cross is a tree set on fire with invisible flame that illuminates the world. The flame is love: the love in His 
bosom who died on it. In the light of which we see now to possess all things in Heaven and Earth after His …’ 
 

Incarnation, death and resurrection are intricately interwoven and as we celebrate the birth of Christ, with all the 
razzmatazz of the commercial world and the media, we should never forget that in that birth we are redeemed by the 
death and resurrection that follow. 
 

I pray that you may all have a blessed Advent with some time to prepare to greet our Lord and a peaceful and holy 
Christmas as you embrace our Lord as Light and Life and Love. 
 

With much love 
Canon Maureen 

NNATIONALATIONAL  CCHAPLAINHAPLAIN’’SS  LLETTERETTER  

80 Years of Leading the Way 

1932 ~ 2012 
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George Albert Ballard ~ 1921 - 2012  
 

Nine members of the Canterbury & East Kent Branch, together with other members of the Guild and friends were 
gathered at Saint Saviour’s Church, Folkestone, on Tuesday 16

th
 October to celebrate and give thanks for the life 

and work of George, who for many years and in many guises was a very much loved and respected member of the 
Guild. I knew him as our local Treasurer when I became a member some years ago. 
 

George was born in Hove in 1921, he was an only child who as he grew up loved reading and was chosen by his 
schoolmaster to read to those younger children who wanted a story read to them, and they earned it by behaving 
themselves. 
 

George’s Aunt Winifred worked in a shop, and George, now a gun fitter in the Royal Artillery came to Shorncliffe and 
visited his aunt. There he met Ivy and friendship soon turned to romance and a proposal of marriage.  The wedding 
was postponed because George’s leave was cancelled and he had to return to base. They were eventually married 
on 17

th
 January 1945. George had never travelled overseas before, but whilst in the army he was sent first to the 

Netherlands and Belgium and then to India, and it was there he grew to love both elephants and tigers. After he 
came home he would often visit Howletts and Port Lympne to see the elephants and tigers there. 
 

When the war ended, George and Ivy came home to Hove as his parents were unfortunately not in very good health, 
before eventually moving to Canterbury with their daughter, Rosemary. George worked as an auxiliary nurse, a job 
he enjoyed. Ted Iggulden commented that George was keen on hospital life, and Rosemary confirmed this, saying 
that he liked to watch medical dramas on television. He would have trained as a full nurse if it was not for the fact 
that this would have been difficult to do in the 1950’s. His passion for this work has encouraged Rosemary in her 
involvement with the Saint John’s Ambulance Service.  George then worked in a bakery and for a while as a bus 
conductor and subsequently in the Post Office. By this time he had returned to Folkestone and set up home in 
James Street. He loved to walk along and round East Cliff, where he would always stop and chat to people while 
enjoying the fresh sea air. George was adventurous and learned to drive in his forties. 
 

He took over as Churchwarden from George Townsend, and was both Churchwarden and Verger.  He was never 
pleased with problems; many people learned from him the art of making and organising things, and I well remember 
a jumble sale when it was absolutely pouring down outside and he reorganised everything inside. He also had a 
lovely knack of storing and sharing the very necessary information needed to successfully run a Church, mentally 
listing chores that needed doing and either doing them himself or delegating to others who could do them. He kept a 
kindly eye on the Church folk and if anyone was absent for a while he would find out if all was well. He was always 
very meticulous when a job needed doing, he would ensure that faculties were acquired if they were needed and 
make sure things worked or get them fixed if they did not, giving a lot of his time in sorting such problems out. 
George loved Gilbert and Sullivan and had most of the videos of the productions; he could cook a tasty meal too, but 
he was not a keen dancer which, I am told, was unusual for a Folkestone man. At the end of the service, Reverend 
Rosemary Siebert told us all that George “Swept up before the mess was made” and what a wonderful person he 
was to have around. Personally I could not have put it better. I know that all of us that knew him would agree. Well 
done, kind, good and faithful servant. May you rest in peace. 
 

Based on notes from the Address given by the Reverend Rosemary Siebert  
 

Cherry Johnstone 
Canterbury & East Kent Branch Correspondent 

If you know of someone for whom prayers would be of benefit 
or someone who has been prayed for and has recovered/shown improvement, 

please inform the National Chaplain or the National Welfare Officer 
 

Chichester, Guildford & Portsmouth: Graham Brindley 
 

Gloucester, Hereford & Worcester: Joy Birkin & Jim Wooldridge 
 

Lincoln & Southwell: Reverend Robert Whitehead 
 

Oxford: Anita (Annie) Bayliss, David Dutson, Jean Hedley & Margaret Morris 
 

Rochester: Victor Warren 
 

Saint Albans: Peter Hudson 
 

Salisbury: Barbara Carr & Babs Taylor 
 

Somerset & Avon: ‘Dick’ Chenoweth, Lionel Holway, Christopher Jones, Peter Martin  
 

York: John Roycroft 
 

And everyone not specifically mentioned who need love, counsel and the grace of Our Lord 

PPRAYERRAYER  RREQUESTSEQUESTS  

R.I.PR.I.P  
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John Bowden ~ 1929 - 2012 
 

We have all been saddened by the death of John. He died peacefully in hospital on Saturday 1
st 

September, having 
suffered a number of falls this year. 
 

John was the Verger and Organist at Saint Laurence Church, Seale, Surrey for many years. He first went to Saint 
Laurence as Verger and Assistant Organist, and later he became the Organist and Choir Master in addition to being 
the Verger. He was the Treasurer of our Branch for more than 11 years. He expertly handled our finances until 2004.  
 

Just after Easter 2004 he and his wife Gillian moved to Erith, Kent so as to be nearer to their family. However they 
remained members of our branch and were occasionally able to get to meetings. 
 

John was a very competent organist and when the Branch visited Churches he was able to obtain the keys to the 
organ, so as to give us a short recital or to accompany us for the hymns. 
 
John chose the hymns for his own funeral and they were: “Through all the changing scenes of life”, “O praise ye the 
Lord” and “Praise my soul the King of heaven”. All well known hymns and so the congregation were able to sing 
them with gusto. John loved playing Widor's Toccata and this was the final piece of music played at his funeral. 
 

Donations amounting to £690.00 were collected for the Royal School of Church Music 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Gillian and all the family. 
 

Bill Groves 
Branch Chairman of Chichester, Guildford and Portsmouth Branch 

R.I.PR.I.P  

Ethel Elizabeth Osborne ~ 1914 - 2012 
 

Ethel was the Verger at All Saints Church, West Lavington and a much-loved member of the Salisbury Branch. 
 

Ethel was born in Rose cottage in Littleton Pannell. She attended the village school and also Sunday School in this 
Church. This Church has played an important role in Ethel's Christian upbringing. She was Baptised, Confirmed and 
Married in this building. Whilst still at school the family moved to Kent. During the holidays Ethel would work in the 
fields helping the family, picking hops, potatoes and fruit. It was not an easy life in those early days. Ethel’s mum 
remarried and they returned to West Lavington. Just before the war started, Ethel found work in Exeter as a maid; 
she worked there for a number of years then returned home where she worked in the bakery for four years and ran 
the café.  During this time she started courting Bob. 
 

She moved to Dauntsey School as a seamstress, becoming very skilled at the work. On leaving the school Ethel was 
presented with the sewing machine she had used for all the years she had worked there. Ethel was very proud of the 
gift and continued to use it for work on garments for friends. She took an active part in village life, helping to organise 
fund raising for the Village Hall. She took a very active part in the Church taking care of all the linen and altar cloths 
and frontals. One day Bob returned home to find the front room littered with strips of cloth and braid. Ethel had found 
that one of the frontals was falling apart so she had completely unpicked it and replaced the parts that had become 
threadbare. On completion she had produced a piece of work she was proud of. Ethel always had a good word to 
say about everyone. 
 

From Ethel’s funeral service sheet, written by her husband, Bob 

R.I.PR.I.P  

Holy Name Embroidery 
 

New Commissions, restoration, 

conservation, repairs etc... undertaken 
 

Dee Caulton-Ball 
Ecclesiastical Embroiderer 
 

Birmingham Based 

0121 628 7064 

07890514888 

deecb@hotmail.com 
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Many of you who were able to attend the Canterbury Province Festival in Canterbury Cathedral in 
September will know that we have begun to build up a demographic map of where you all work.  
 

Hopefully everyone who attended placed their ‘green’ sticker roughly in or around the district where 
they work and it was interesting to see which parts of the country are represented and where I 
have to focus my work.   
 

This demographic map will go with me whenever I attend a Festival or Conference, so if you were not at Canterbury 
please remember to do this when you attend the next festival or at conference.  Please don’t wait to be asked. This 
way we can build up a real picture of how the Guild is represented in England. 
 

If you know of a neighbouring parish that has someone who performs the role of Verger albeit unpaid, unrobed etc... 
but needs some encouragement or just some information about joining the Guild, please remember I am here in 
darkest Croydon and would be happy to come and visit. Please ask your Vicar to ask their PCC about a talk from the 
Liaison Officer of the Guild of Vergers.  
 

I am hoping to start a tour of the Croydon Deanery Chapters in the New Year as I know there are a lot of Churches in 
my own area who have ‘Vergers/Welcomers’ but have not considered becoming members. 
 

I hope you are all well & send you my best wishes. 
 

Denise Mead 
Liaison Officer 

LLIAISONIAISON  OOFFICERFFICER’’SS  NNEWSEWS  

I was delighted to be able to attend the Central Council Meeting held in Birmingham on Tuesday 13
th
 November, my 

first Central Council for ten years or so. Observing the commitment of the Council and the enthusiasm of the new 
members and office holders was worthy of comment. 
 

I was sorry that matters important kept the Chairman away and busy in his Cathedral but it was a joy to witness the 
tender way in which Canon Maureen our Chaplain stood in his stead. 
 

As a former General Secretary, I was enthralled to see Stephen Stokes take the seat of custom for the first time; his 
pedigree [within the Guild] should stand well - I well remember sitting on Council with his grandfather. I wish him well 
as he makes his mark and discernment in his approach. 
 

Welfare, Training, Communications were all hot topics discussed as well as the old chestnuts I remember form 20+ 
years ago. 
 

From my perspective it was good to report on the state of Overseas Membership and to discuss how we can move 
forward to bring Overseas members more fully into the fellowship of the Guild, not least in this electronic age. 
 

AMDG 
 

John G Campbell 
Overseas Liaison Officer 

OOVERSEASVERSEAS  LLIAISONIAISON  OOFFICERFFICER’’SS  NNEWSEWS  

 

On Saturday 29
th
 September I celebrated 20 years of being a Verger, 

and it was announced in Church on the Sunday to great applause. 
 

The following Sunday, 7
th
 October, was our Dedication Festival. We had 

a special service as we were also celebrating 150
th
 anniversary of our 

Church, Saint Stephen’s, Barbourne, and we had the Bishop coming to 
preach and bless a new ring of bells given to us by the ringers at 
Worcester Cathedral. I was verging the Bishop, I was instructed to stop 
at the lectern before continuing to the high altar. Having done this my 
Vicar, the Reverend Canon Doctor Stuart Currie, announced that it was 
my birthday the following day, so everyone sang Happy Birthday, I was 
then presented with a certificate which my Vicar had made to mark my 
20 years as a Verger, he even got it signed by the Bishop, how about 

that. I knew nothing about it, though lots of others did apparently, what a lovely birthday present! 
 

Margaret Burston 
Gloucester, Hereford & Worcester Branch 

TTWENTYWENTY  YYEARSEARS  AA  VVERGERERGER  
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MONDAY 24
th

 & TUESDAY 25
th

 SEPTEMBER 
 

Some 44 members and friends joined the Canterbury & East Kent Branch Committee for a delightful supper at the 
aptly named Pilgrim’s Hotel on the Monday night following the service of Choral Evensong in the Cathedral. After this 
quite a few returned to the Cathedral for the candlelit pilgrimage, whilst a few wandered around Canterbury looking 
at its many beautiful buildings and soaking up the atmosphere of the City. 
 

Tuesday morning, the day of the Festival, began early with a service of Matins in Our Lady Martyrdom and this was 
followed by a service of Holy Communion at 8 o’clock in Saint Stephen’s Chapel. Afterwards everyone returned to 
the Cathedral Study Centre for coffee and Registration for those who arrived on Tuesday morning. The Dean & 
Chapter and the Canterbury Branch welcomed everyone to the Cathedral and wished us all an enjoyable festival. 
 

Those that wished then made their way to the South East Transept of the Cathedral for the Bell Ceremony, when the 
bell of HMS Canterbury is rung, pages are turned in the Books of Remembrance and prayers are said for the peace 
of the world. This would normally have been in Saint Michael’s or the “Warriors Chapel” as it is known, but that is 
currently undergoing cleaning and restoration work. Following the Bell Ceremony they made their way to the Crypt 
and the Chapel of Our Lady Undercroft to join the other members and friends present for the Festival Eucharist. 
Some 150 of us sang our hearts out, led by the gentlemen of the Cathedral Choir and one valiant lady singing treble. 
The Dean, Dr Robert Willis, gave the address and had us all chuckling a couple of times. I do hope that a copy of the 
address will be available to those of us who would like one, it will make very interesting and instructive reading. The 
Dean is always a delight to listen to when he preaches. During the service several new members were admitted to 
the Guild by the National Chaplain, Canon Maureen, and Chris Crooks, the Cathedral’s Vesturer, was presented with 
his Gown, Hood and Certificate as a Fellow of the Church of England Guild of Vergers. 
 

Singing is a thirsty business, and I for one rather badly needed a thirst quencher. So when the Eucharist was over 
we all trooped back over to the Study Centre for the Festival Dinner. After the Grace, we all sat down to a delicious 
meal, all beautifully prepared and set out by Peter and his hardworking staff. It was lovely for me personally to meet 
those new members of the Central Council, and have a natter with those long lasting friends from all over the country 
as well as local friends. Around 150 hungry and thirsty people came to the dinner and all that I spoke to enjoyed the 
repast set before us and the atmosphere of celebration.  
 

After the dinner a lot of people went off to do the various tours: the General Cathedral tour, the “Hidden Places” Tour, 
Cathedral Vestments & Candle Carving, the “Green Man” Tour, Saint John’s Hospital Tour, Stained Glass Studio & 
Stonemasons’ Workshops, the Cathedral Libraries; others made their own arrangements. 
 

At 4.30 p.m. We all gathered for tea, following this we then mounted the stairs to the upper floor of the Study Centre 
to robe and assemble ready to process over to the Cathedral for the Festival Choral Evensong which was sung by 
the Cathedral Choir. We processed from the from the Study Centre to the West Door of the Cathedral. We were very 
lucky, it had rained on and off during the day, but the sun shone and though it was cool it was not cold. On entering 
the Cathedral we came to a halt in the Nave while we awaited the procession of the Cathedral Choir and Clergy. We 
then continued our procession through the Nave and up the Pulpitum Steps to the Quire and took our seats there.  
 
After the service we all assembled on the High Altar Steps for the 
group photograph. Then those who were staying overnight made their 
way back to their lodgings whilst others prepared to make their way 
home. 
 

Here I must write on the terrific work done by the Canterbury & East 
Kent Branch, Branch Chairman, Julian Thorn, Secretary Jim Boughton 
and Treasurer Bryan Webb; all very ably led by the Boss, Chris Crooks, 
the Vesturer of the Cathedral and co-ordinator of the whole Festival. He 
was very well supported and assisted by his wife, Debbie, and all the 
staff of the Cathedral; the Vergers, Stonemasons, Glassworkers, 
Guides, Stewards and Security Staff; Peter and his staff at the Study 
Centre and the Chef and all those working in the kitchen who prepared 
such a splendid meal and all the refreshments. We gave them all a 
cheer and a round of applause for all they did. 
 

It was a wonderful festival and a great celebration of 80 years of the 
Guild. I feel very privileged to have been a very small cog turning such 
a big wheel. 
 

Thank you Chris, Julian, Jim, Bryan, Heather and all those who made 
the two days so memorable. I do hope we all meet again soon. 
 

Cherry Johnstone 
Branch Correspondent Canterbury & East Kent 

CCANTERBURYANTERBURY  PPROVINCEROVINCE  FFESTIVALESTIVAL  20122012  
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CCANTERBURYANTERBURY  PPROVINCEROVINCE  FFESTIVALESTIVAL  2012 P2012 PHOTOHOTO  AALBUMLBUM  

Pictures Courtesy of James Armstrong & Clive McCleester 
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VISITS TO SAINT EDMUNDSBURY, NORWICH & CROMER 
 

On Monday 15
th
 October saw members of the Ipswich Branch travelling along the main roads of East Anglia to Bury 

Saint Edmunds. The Cathedral serves not only as the Parish Church of Saint James and Saint Edmund but also as 
the Seat of the Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Edmundsbury and Ipswich. It became a Cathedral in 1914.  
 

A couple of points of interest about the Cathedral: the West Window and Font. The Baptismal 
Font is spectacular; its shaft is medieval with Victorian decoration, showing scenes of Baptism. 
The 20

th
 century canopy is a War Memorial to men from the Parish that died in the Great War. 

The Font and its cover were painted and gilded in 1960. The West Window is very similar to the 
West Window of King’s College Chapel, Cambridge. It depicts the last Judgement, with Christ as 
the central figure. Obviously there is lots more to see and admire than I have the time and space 
to write about. If you love taking photographs, the Cathedral is a dream opportunity to take some 
very beautiful pictures; the windows, the vaulted ceiling, etc...  
 

The exterior and rose gardens and park are also a great photo opportunity. If you pass through  
the Abbeygate you enter the park and can explore the Abbey ruins, this we did back in August 
when our son and grandson came for a visit, a great place to play hide-and-seek! It is well worth 

a visit, but give yourself plenty of time to enjoy not only the serious side 
but also the shops that the town has to offer as well. Enough of the 
Tourist Board information! 
 

Lunch before our meeting was in the Refectory with plenty on offer to tempt the taste buds. 
Our meeting covered dates for meetings for the coming year and reports from the various 
Officers. During the meeting we admitted a new member, Ben Elliott, into the Guild. Ben 
came from Rochester Cathedral where he had been a volunteer for 3 years and he decided 
to look for a permanent role as a Verger, hence him being at Saint Edmundsbury Cathedral 
for the past 5 months and being No.3. Welcome Ben. We also welcomed Paul Collard to 
the Branch. Paul is a Voluntary Verger at the Cathedral. And we extended our warmest 
congratulations to Stephen Stokes on his election as the General Secretary for the coming 
year.  
 

During the quarter, three members of the Branch travelled to Norwich on a support visit to 
fellow vergers and a tour of Cromer Parish Church with Saint Martin’s in the Diocese of 
Norwich. Apparently the tower is one of the tallest in Norfolk and has 158 steps! Phew… 

Our Chairman counted them between trying to breathe. The view from the top was magnificent, another great photo 
opportunity. 
 

Now, here is a photo here which shows both our Chairman and Area Leader 
in a very playful pose. If there is anyone who can think of a caption for the 
picture please don’t be shy and feel free to comment. I’ll leave you to guess 
who is who! (A little hint – the Chair is not in ladies attire). Our prayers are still 
directed towards the Norwich Branch of the Guild its members and officers.   
 
As this is my last report before Christmas, when a good number of vergers will 
be extremely busy, HAPPY CHRISTMAS everyone. 
 

Until my next report, God Bless. 
 

Jean Cobb  
Branch Correspondent 

 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 
 

Eighteen of our members gathered for lunch at Squires Holt Restaurant, Seale, near Farnham, Surrey, on a beautiful 
sunny day in September. There was a great deal of socialising as members related their experiences of the last few 
months. It was good to hear of the favourable comments of those members who were lucky enough to have attended 
the Olympics. On arrival Elaine had given all members a written reminder of their choice of food. This was invaluable 
to those of us with short memories and it also enabled the waitresses to quickly serve the lunch. The noise level 
dropped dramatically as we ate our food. After coffee in the conservatory lounge we went out into the gardens where 
our Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Elaine King for all her work in organising the lunch. We gave a hearty 
cheer for John Bowden who had died on September 1

st
. John had been our Branch Treasurer and the Verger at 

Saint Laurence, Seale for many years. 
 

Valerie Groves [Associate Member] 

IIPSWICHPSWICH  BBRANCHRANCH  NNEWSEWS  
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Probably the only Branch of the Guild to straddle the Northern and Southern Provinces [Southwell - York & Lincoln - 
Canterbury]. The Branch thrives with membership hovering around 50, considering the area covered [Grimsby to the 
far north east, Spalding to the south and Southwell to the west] the average attendance of 30 members at meetings 
is commendable. Meeting six times a year in a relatively relaxed ambiance seems to be the secret of the Branch's 
success. We look forward to our Annual Dinner in Woodall Spa when the Bishop of Lincoln will be the guest speaker. 
 

John G Campbell, FBGUC, FCEGV 
Branch Chairman 
 

AUTUMN MEETINGS 
 

We commenced our autumn meetings on Monday 10
th
 September with a service of Evening Prayer at the Parish 

Church of Saint Mary, Humberstone, conducted by Vivienne Froggatt, Lay Reader. As the Church is dedicated to 
Saint Mary the Patronal Festival fell on the 8

th
 September but was celebrated on this evening. We sang two hymns, 

“For Mary, the Mother of the Lord”, and “Tell out my soul”, and said psalm 150 and the Magnificat. The first lesson 
was read by a member of the congregation and the second by Anne Anderson, one of our members. 
 

Before the service, Les Michelmore, the Verger, gave us a brief history of the building. The first church on this site, 
consisting of a chancel and a nave, was built about 1160. Around 1250 – 1260 it was rebuilt in the Early English 
style with aisles. The tower and parts of the outer walls of the 13

th
/14

th
 century building, especially of the chancel, 

remain, but in 1857 – 1858 an extensive rebuilding of the nave, aisles and porch was carried out. The ring of six 
bells in the tower date from 1620 and 1628 and were all cast by John Taylor. The two manual organ was built by W 
Walker & Sons in 1929 and placed in the tower, the detached console stands at the east end of the nave. 
 

The 13
th
 century tower, with its immensely thick walls, is notable for the mediaeval carvings of two recumbent figures 

and the Arms of Leicester Abbey on the south side and a hunting scene and rural scene on the north side. Over the 
windows are carved the symbols of the four evangelists. The weathercock dates from 1687. 
 

Following the service Les Michelmore provided us with the most delicious refreshments and our Branch Chairman, 
Jack Lippitt, thanked him and the Lay Reader, Vivienne Froggatt, as well as the most brilliant organist, Timothy Leas. 
Fourteen members attended this meeting. 
 

On Monday 8
th
 October fifteen members of the Branch met at Saint Mary’s Church, Anstey, for a service Evensong 

with three hymns/songs led by the Rector, the Reverend David McDonough. The first lesson was very ably read by 
the Verger, Valerie Clarke, and the second lesson by the Rector. After the service we all enjoyed some very tasty 
refreshments in the Church Hall. 
 

Eight of our members attended the 80
th
 Anniversary Festival in Canterbury Cathedral on 24

th
 and 25

th
 September 

and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Photos were passed round during the evening. 
 

Jack Lippitt thanked everyone, the Rector, Organist, Servers and Valerie who was our host, as well as the ladies 
who provided the refreshments. 
 

Belated congratulations to Anne Anderson and her husband Ken who celebrated their Golden Wedding on the 8
th

 
September, and we hope and pray that Ken’s health improves. 
 

It was nice to see our Area Leader, Lance Bloom, and his wife, Sandra, from Peterborough. It is not always possible 
for them to attend our meetings due to meetings at their own Church. 
 

For our last meeting of this year thirteen members of the Branch gathered at Saint Bartholomew’s Church, Kirby 
Muxloe, on Monday 12

th
 November for a service of Holy Communion with hymns celebrated by the Reverend Tom 

Ringland, one of the Team Clergy, who also preached. 
 

One of the hymns was sung as a round. We didn’t do very well at first but got better by the end. Considering that all 
but one were not choristers we did quite well. 
 

After the service we went over to the Church Hall for some superb refreshments. Our Chairman, Jack Lippitt, 
thanked everyone, Sylvia, Jean, Mary and Brian for hosting the evening, as well as the Reverend Tom Ringland and 
the Organist; and not forgetting Colin who had put the heating on to make the building nice and warm for us. 
 

May I wish all the members of the Guild, local, national and international, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy 2013. 
 

Marjorie Thomas, Dip GV 
Branch Correspondent 

LLEICESTEREICESTER  & P& PETERBOROUGHETERBOROUGH  BBRANCHRANCH  NNEWSEWS  

LLINCOLNINCOLN  & S& SOUTHWELLOUTHWELL  BBRANCHRANCH  NNEWSEWS  
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MEMORIES, MEDITATIONS AND MEMBERSHIP 
 

In the Spring 2012 issue of this magazine there appeared the obituary for John Bayliss, a long standing member of 
this Branch. John had secured for himself, a verge, which he carried with great pride. The future use of the verge, 
however, was unknown as no immediate replacement for the role of verger has been made. Following a suggestion 
mooted by this Branch and subsequently discussed with the Clergy and Churchwardens of Saint Nicholas Church, 
Hurst, this verge was duly engraved with John’s details and, during the Eucharist service on Sunday 14

th
 October, 

was (re-) presented to Saint Nicholas by John’s widow, Anita (Annie), and was received and dedicated by their 
priest, Simon Howard. This verge will be a lasting memory to John’s service to this community and can be used 
when a successor is found. 
 

The second of our two Quiet Days for this year was again held at Douai Abbey, on Tuesday 30
th
 October and led by 

the Reverend Marie Jackson, a priest of Saint Birinus’ and Saint John’s Church, High Wycombe; the theme for the 
day was: ‘Heart of my own heart’, taken from the hymn ‘Be thou my vision’, which was sung at the commencement of 
the morning Eucharist service. In the afternoon (after partaking of a fine meal in the Refectory), we were guided and 
encouraged, (through meditation), to discard those items and problems that were a burden to us and thus hindering 
us, into a corner (of an imaginary room or similar). Then, these were offered up to God thereby allowing us to open 
our hearts and welcome in God’s Spirit - that which forms the core of our hearts and from whence all our actions and 
our service to Him, and thereby to others, are forthcoming. Our thanks to Marie for leading us - ideal preparation for 
the forthcoming Christmas Festival. In the course of the Eucharist service at the Quiet Day, a new full member was 
admitted to the Guild by our Branch Chaplain, the Reverend Roy Taylor, he being Dennis Wildman of Saint Michael 
the Archangel Church, Warfield, Berks. Back in July another new member joined the Guild – William (Bill) Pearce, 
and was admitted in his Church of Saint John the Baptist Church, The Lees, near Chesham, Bucks; our welcome to 
you Both. 
 

Members of this Branch were represented at the Annual Training Conference in August, the Canterbury Province 
Festival in September and the funeral of George Ballard, at Folkestone, in October. 
 

Michael Golby, FCEGV 
Branch Chairman   
 

It has been a while since we published any happenings of the Branch but our meetings have gone on none the less. 
We have had various services such as Lenten Devotions and Corporate Communion led by our Branch Chaplain, 
who always provides food for thought. We had an annual Alban Supper in June held at All Saints, Leighton Buzzard. 
For the past 3 years one of our members has given talks about the Church. These have been very interesting; this 
year’s talk was about various patrons of the Church and what of their legacies could still be seen in and around the 
Church. 
 

For our summer outing this year a small group of members met at the Tree Cathedral in Whipsnade. Trees, hedges 
and shrubs planted in the form of a medieval Cathedral. This incredible Tree Cathedral was created after the Great 
War in the ‘spirit of faith, hope and reconciliation'. We were very lucky to be taken round by one of the Trustees who 
explained the history of the place and also how the planting had changed over the years to fit with the overall theme 
and also to provide replacements for older trees but still keeping with the original design. For instance, the founder 
had not wanted to put an Altar at the Chancel end of the Nave, which is the same length as Saint Albans Cathedral, 
so none was put in originally. 
 

A few years back the trustees decided to form an Altar out of low growing shrubs but these did not take and so the 
trustees felt that obviously an Altar was not meant to be in place after all in the Cathedral. And have now decided to 
leave this as the founder wanted. The Cathedral has many Chapels formed of trees and shrubs which look good at 
various times of the year, so there is an Easter Chapel, a Spring Chapel, Summer Chapel and Christmas Chapel. As 
it was a gorgeous summer’s day when the sun was actually shining brightly for once, we had a thoroughly enjoyable 
afternoon tea picnic in the shade of the trees in the Summer Chapel. The Whipsnade Tree Cathedral is well worth a 
visit if you are in the area, it is a place for peaceful contemplation away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. It 
was remarkable that Whipsnade Safari Park is not far from it but you wouldn’t really know it  
 

There is a steady core of members who attend our events and our numbers fluctuate around these, welcoming new 
members but also losing some who do not renew their membership .We  were very saddened to hear of the news in 
the summer that one of our elderly members had passed away. Ted Komilaides was over 90 years old and had been 
a verger for many years at Christchurch, Watford and a member of our Branch for many years too. As another year 
draws to a close we are looking forward to our Christmas Meal and to enjoying the fellowship that these events give 
us. 
 

Rosamund and Mark Russell  
Saint Albans Branch Secretary and Correspondent respectively 

OOXFORDXFORD  BBRANCHRANCH  NNEWSEWS  
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Life in the Branch has been very quiet since the last report. A small, but select group, attended our quarterly meeting 
in Lyneham where we were hosted by Babs Taylor. We had a lovely day in the sunshine (probably the last time we 
actually SAW the sun), and enjoyed a delicious lunch which was provided by Babs and her team of helpers. After 
lunch Bab’s husband, Chuck, instructed us in how to pray the rosary, and we also had a brief chat about marriage 
registers. This was followed by a service in the church and then afternoon tea. Our thanks to Babs and her team for 
a lovely day. 
 

I was going to report on our next planned event, a Quiet Day, but we have just postponed this to late January due to 
lack of uptake. Lack of support at Branch level is very disheartening, this seems to be happening across the Guild in 
general, with some actually folding, so I would like to make a plea to you all – talk to your Branch committees! A lot 
of work goes into organising days together, even before the invites are sent out, so it is very sad when a) there is 
very little support, and b) there is no response from the Branch members. 
 

We (everyone, not just the committees) are all very busy; young and old, working and retired, our lives are filled with 
‘things’. The committees understand that, so if Branch members could support them by being proactive, I’m sure 
they would be very grateful. Tell your committees what it is you want out of your Branch; tell them what you want to 
do, when you want to do it – what you DON’T want to do and when you DON’T want to do it. Tell them what they do 
well; tell them where you would like to see improvements. If dates, timings etc... don’t work for you, then let your 
committee know, they’d love to receive feedback from you so that they can give you what you want, when you want 
it. I am a verger with the Royal Navy, and the RN recruiting slogan used to be ‘The Team Works!’ We as vergers are 
a team, in exactly the same way as the Royal Navy. We all do different jobs in different places, but all for the same 
employer. As a whole we are a team. Let’s all pull together to make it work!  
 

Several of our Branch members are military vergers, and as many of you know, the Army vergers in particular have 
been badly affected by the recent Defence cuts so we thought we would take this opportunity to update you on the 
state of play as it is at the minute. When the jobs were reviewed, it was deemed that the role of the verger in the 
Army could be fulfilled by volunteers and therefore it was not necessary to retain the post. Any of you who know what 
is involved in the military verger’s job will realise that this certainly isn’t the case. However, the decision was made to 
cut several positions. The Bovington verger’s (Karin Archer) post has been redesignated as a Clerk’s post. Although 
the job hasn’t changed, the job title of verger has gone in order to preserve the post. 2 posts at Tidworth and Bulford 
have been lost, leaving Beth Steele (Tidworth) and Roxana Shipgood (Bulford) to run both the Garrison and RC 
Churches in their respective areas. 4 verger’s posts on Salisbury Plain were axed, but have been given a reprieve 
until 2014 and the drawdown of troops from Afghanistan. The Royal Navy seems to have escaped unscathed . . . so 
far!   
 

Our next gathering will be our AGM in February 2013. In the meantime, the Salisbury Branch wish you all a happy 
and blessed Christmas, and wish you all the best for 2013. 
 

Tina Cullen 
Area Leader 

 
 
 

 
 

SSALISBURYALISBURY  BBRANCHRANCH  NNEWSEWS  

The Central Council of the Guild, at the recommendation of General Synod, formulated a course to cover the work 
and ministry of the Verger.  
 

The course is formulated in four units set in two stages: 
 

The first stage is the Foundation Unit, which comprises sixteen assignments, covering preparation for worship, care 
of the building, record-keeping, and archives, care of the churchyard, and caring for the people of God. 
 

The second stage comprises the other three units: 
 

The Verger as Pastor covers the individual’s personal development, their relationship with the people and God, care 
for others, and for Church resources. 
 

The Verger as Historian covers the history of church building, architecture, and the history of worship, including the 
Book of Common Prayer, and the Bible. 
 

The Verger as Administrator covers communication, forms and registers, and the structures of the Church. 
 

Students who complete the course successfully receive a diploma, an academic hood, and the right to use the post-
nominal letters ‘Dip.GV’. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about the Course, please contact the Training Registrar: Roger Lawrence or 
the Training Officer: John Shearer. 

TTHEHE  GGUILDUILD  DDIPLOMAIPLOMA  CCOURSEOURSE  
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TRIP TO THE YORKSHIRE DALES ~ SEPTEMBER 3
rd

 2012 
 

It’s a reminder of how big is the region that gathers under the banner of the York branch of the CEGV when, to reach 
our destination, it’s a round trip of about 200 miles from home. However, when the final ten miles or so is through the 
glorious Yorkshire moors and dales of Wensley and Swale in bright late summer sunshine the whole thing becomes 
worthwhile. 
 

Our first port of call was Saint Andrew’s Church at Grinton to the west of Richmond. There we were greeted by the 
Reverend Caroline Hewlett who gave us a tour of the much-extended church which has its roots in (and still a few 
walls from) a Norman foundation. Self-described as the ‘Cathedral of the Dale’ it is a rough, bare-stone structure with 
a magnificent ancient wooden roof and well-tended furnishings that offer a respite to a stream of leisure walkers 
throughout the year. 
 

It is also home to a colony of bats and the Church has reached a modus vivendi with them, even going so far as to 
commission a display explaining their significance as part of God’s creation although it has as yet to be mounted as 
no one has yet provided nails that are acceptable to the various busybodies who ‘care’ for Grade 1 listed buildings. 
Previously the Church has hosted an exhibition of copper bats suspended from various ledges within the building. 
We celebrated Communion and then 16 members of the Vergers’ team, plus the Vicar, enjoyed an excellent lunch at 
a nearby pub. 
 

Suitably revitalised we drove further up Swaledale to a complete contrast: a Victorian building perched high on the 
hillside which could only be approached by a rather significant flight of steps. We all made it, to be greeted by Joan, 
who introduced us to the Small Pilgrim Places Network (SPPN) Church of Holy Trinity in Low Row. 
 

This simple, white-plastered building has an air of tranquillity which suits the aims of the SPPN, to provide: “spaces 
for breathing, pondering, meditating, praying and 
being – simple, quiet and unpretentious, with the 
presence of the Divine.” very well. 
 

Our Chairman played the newly-restored organ, 
while the rest of us looked around the church and 
admired the altar, candlesticks and communion rail 
– all carved by a local craftsman from wood taken 
from a nearby beech tree that had to be felled due 
to disease. And then back to the world of bustle 
and traffic jams, but refreshed and revitalised and 
with a firm intention to return. 
 

Neil Pickford 
Area Leader 
 

AUTUMN MEETINGS 
 

On a cool and blustery evening, 17 members, family and friends met at the historic 
Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, Yatton for the September meeting of the Somerset & 
Avon Branch, which commenced with Evensong led by the Reverend Prebendary 
John Andrews. 
 

We were also very fortunate to have with us our new General Secretary, Mr Stephen 
Stokes, as well as our National Chaplain, Canon Dr Maureen Palmer, who admitted a 
new Full Member into the Guild, Dr Carys Underdown, the newest Verger at Saint 
Mary Redcliffe, Bristol, during the service. The usual hearty bring and share supper 
was enjoyed by all in the splendid Chapter House, followed by a raffle in aid of Branch 
funds. 
  

Monday 12
th
 November saw a social pre-Christmas meeting of the Branch on an 

equally wet day in Bristol, and after an excellent lunch at a hostelry on College Green, 
we were then greeted by our Area Leader, Marek Barden, at the Lord Mayor's Chapel. It is always a pleasure to visit 
this historic Church, and, as I am sure most vergers do, scrutinise the architectural details, the furniture and fittings 
and examine the Verger's Vestry which seems to be one of the most organised in the country. 
 

Tim Egan 
Branch Correspondent 

YYORKORK  BBRANCHRANCH  NNEWSEWS    
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REFLECTIONS FROM AN AUSTRALIAN VERGER 
 

What a thrilling experience to be part of the Guild of Vergers Festival 80
th
 Anniversary 

Celebrations at Canterbury Cathedral on the 24
th
 & 25

th
 September. We were made 

very welcome, and we would like to thank all who went out of their way to see to our 
needs. 
 

I was admitted as an Associate (Overseas) Member of the Guild during the 11 a.m. 
Eucharist, and robing with so many vergers for the Festival Choral Evensong with such 
spirit and enthusiasm made me feel part of this wonderful fellowship.  
 

We enjoyed every item on the programme – the supper at The Pilgrim’s Hotel, the 
prayers and reflections in the Candlelight Pilgrimage afterwards, the Bell ceremony to 
start Tuesday followed by the memorable Eucharist, a first class lunch followed by very 
interesting and informative tours in the Cathedral, the tasty Refreshments, the Guild 
Shop and the commercial displays and gift bag, the many conversations with such 
friendly people, and finally the culminating Choral Evensong with everyone resplendent 
in their robes. The group photograph is a lasting keepsake. 
 

As an overseas visitor, being part of the Guild of Vergers is an extremely worthwhile experience. Though my duties 
in Rockhampton are very different from the grand English Cathedrals, the verger’s role is similar, and joining in the 
fellowship and friendship has made me appreciate the significance of our work. To be part of the Guild is invaluable 
to me: how much more so to the English vergers. Everyone needs to belong. 
 

Congratulations, Chris Crooks (and your wife Debbie), for co-ordinating such a fabulous Festival, and many thanks 
to all involved. We loved it. 
 

We also want to pay tribute to John Campbell, the Overseas Liaison Officer of the Guild. John 
has helped us every step of the way, from when I first joined the Guild, and he played a major 
role in the trip with which we followed the Festival. When Noelle e-mailed him with the outline of 
our itinerary listing the Cathedrals etc... we wanted to visit, he suggested many things to see, and 
this became the basis of our holiday. He also e-mailed the vergers at various places, so that 
wherever we went we had a “family”. What a fabulous Liaison Officer. Thank you John. We did 
not need the helicopter – but we drove over 1,700 miles altogether (besides the walking and the  
public transport) and took over 1,620 photos. Thank goodness for the digital age! 
 

Our trip was a pilgrimage through history where our roots began in the Church of England, and 
we were constantly being reminded of that all through our visit. Just a few of highlights: Lincoln 
Cathedral, Heineken Tour and Castle visit; meeting the (now) Archbishop of Canterbury Elect 
when Bishop Justin Welby happened to celebrate the midday Eucharist in Durham Cathedral the 
day we were there; purchasing a cassock (not quite Lincoln blue) from J & M Sewing Services in 
Newcastle; the vergers we met at various places who so willingly showed us unusual aspects of 
their places and made us so welcome; Holy Island; the glorious weather and Bed & Breakfast in 
the Lake District; seeing the Winchester Bible, the Morely Library and Magna Carta in Lincoln; 

the personal tour of the Hospital of Saint Cross with Clive McCleester; climbing the 528 steps to the Golden Gallery 
in Saint Paul’s Cathedral, after a super tour, then having reserved seats for Choral Evensong; seeing the Mothers’ 
Union Worldwide Banner at Mary Sumner House; much uplifting worship; and staying with Noelle’s sister and brother
-in-law in Canterbury. All in all, our time in the United Kingdom was a real blessing, the tone and excitement set at 
the Festival followed us throughout. 
 

Vergers are a truly delightful family.  
 

John and Noelle Frazer 
Rockhampton, Queensland, 
Australia 
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DEADLINE FOR 
THE SPRING ISSUE:  

 

Saturday 
23

rd
 February 2013 
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The Official Publication for the Church of England Guild of Vergers 

Leading the way since 1932 

Presidents: The Archbishops of Canterbury and York 

www.cofegv.org.uk 
 

‘I would rather be a door keeper in the house of our Lord, 
than to dwell in the tents of the  

Ungodly’ 
Psalm 84 

The Guild seeks to make effective the ministry of Vergers 

through the following key objectives, by : 

 

Promoting the spiritual nature of the Vergers’ Vocation 

through Christian Fellowship and spiritual guidance for all its 

Members; 

Encouraging the advancement of knowledge by education, 

through maintaining standards of good practice, and by 

equipping Members for Ministry as vergers in all its aspects, 

through the provision of advice, training, resources, and by 

organizing and promoting training courses and conferences; 

Providing the means and opportunity for communication and 

discussion of ideas and proposals of common interest to 

Members; 

Providing support and encouragement to the Membership in 

all aspects of their duties whatever they may be and wherever 

performed; 

Advising, upon request, and making recommendations as to 

terms of employment and welfare of any Member; 

Recording the gamut of work undertaken by Vergers; in       

addition noting each Member’s training, experience and  

qualifications. 
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