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I Welcome to the Winter 2012 issue of The Virger . If you would like to include Branch news,
 articles, adverts, photos, book reviews or any other information you feel our readers would
M find of interest please send to the Communications Officer.

Marek Barden

448a Wells Road

Knowle

Bristol BS14 9AF
E-mail: CEGVCommsOff@gmail.com

SAINT NICHOLAS HOSPITAL

Saint Nicholas Hospital, Salisbury, provides supported housing in a Christian community, adjacent to the Cathedral
Close. Saint Nicholas Hospital currently has vacant self-contained flats availableto6 peopl e i n neefl anc
¢ h ar a.droréurth@ér information please visit the website: www.stnicholashospital.co.uk  or contact:

The Master, The Masterds House, Saint Nicholas Hospital,
TELEPHONE: 01722 336874

E-MAIL: michael@mickthevic.org.uk

Did you know...? Some Interesting Christmas Facts

In AD 350, Pope Julius | proclaimed the 25" December the official celebration date for the birthday of Christ
The word Christmas comes from the Ol d English "Cris
The first Christmas celebrated in Britain is thought to have been in York in AD 521
The holly in a wreath symbolises Christ's Crown of Thorns while the red berries are drops of his Blood

Carols weren't sung in Churches until they were introduced by Saint Francis of Assisi in the 13" century

Carols in England began as an old custom called Wassailing, toasting neighbours to a long life

The word Noél derives from the French expression "les bonnes nouvelles" or "the good news"

There is no reference to angels singing anywhere in the Bible
Despite the tale of three wise men paying homage to baby Jesus, the Bible never gives a number.

Matthew's Gospel refers merely to "wilse m

We wish all our readers a Joyful Christmas & a Peaceful New Year

T HE GUILD S HOP

GS003 The Guild shop has Guild branded articles to
Lapel Badge add a little something to every Vergers uniform, GS002 ‘ ‘
(Full Member) whet her itodés a Guild f| GevoBadged §y / t o
Verger as they battle with the Medieval heating £16.00
on a cold morning or a Guild Gown Badge to
9’ spice up your official Vergers robes. The shop
75 Years (% & d has something for you. New lines have been
Leading the Way | @ | added for 2012. Car

7 A . : . Window Stick
by For more information on the shops products, to n OEVX 50|C e

John Campbell = order a catalogue or place an order contact:

£2.00
The Shop Manager GS006

Mr Andrew Baker Pair of Guild
70b The Close Cufflinks
Name Here | Salisbury
i 4 Wiltshire
SP1 2EN
GS005 Tel: 01722 421559
Name Badge

£7.50 or E-mail direct: spitndribble@btinternet.com Guild Bookmark
or via the Guild Website: www.cofegv.org.uk £1.00

FRONT COVER: THE OFFICIAL PHOTO AT THE CANTERBURY PROVINCE FESTIVAL, CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL, TUESDAY
25" SEPTEMBER 2012. IMAGE COPYRIGHT TO STEPHEN J BROWN. PLEASE DO NOT RE-USE WITHOUT PERMISSION.
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NATIONAL CHAIRMAN & LETTER

Canterbury Cathedral played host to us for our 80" Anniversary celebrations and may | say
well done to Chris Crooks and the team who masterminded our time at the Festival. It was
great to see so many of you there and from all parts of the country, representing all areas of
our corporate life. We enjoyed good worship, food and company all enhanced by the efficiency
and attentiveness of our hosts. It was truly a memorable day.

Central Council met in Birmingham in November, unfortunately | was unable to be there so
Canon Maureen kindly chaired the meeting. Thank you to those Officers and Area leaders
who were there and for the decisions that they reached.

Yesterday | was confronted with an image that | had not given any thought to until it was before my eyes. Joseph
leading a Donkey with a pregnant Mary on its back, | was taken aback for a few moments | have to say and then the
sudden realisation that it would have had to have happened. | now have been thinking about the practicalities of
Mary and Josephs6 journey. Setting out on this trip
than rolling out of bed on your day off to wander to the Polling Station to cast your vote. The discomfort of sitting on a
donkey most of the day, the need to nip to the loo every five minutes, the task of bringing and preparing food, what
to wear, what to take for the new infant, let alone where were they to stay when they eventually got there. Joseph
must have had the patience of a saint, if you pardon the expression, the stubbornness of a donkey who was straining
under the weight of Mary and all their provisions, Mary moaning about her back being sore from sitting on a smelly
beast all day, the constant reminders of mind that pot hole, watch that oncoming Camel. Perhaps not the latter two,
but you get the picture. Joseph must have been deeply in love with her and have had absolute confidence in the
dream which gave him the reassurance that all would be well with them.

Well | bet you are wondering where | am going with this train of thought, Well | am giving myself a good talking too.
You see | al ways claim dAl HATE Christmas! 0 I n fact

As vergers we also have an enormous amount of preparation to take care of and all these people coming to Carol
Services, Concerts etc... before the main event messing our Churches and Cathedrals up.....Well need | say more.
This year | am going to try to remind myself of the hardship that Mary and Joseph endured as they journeyed to
Bethlehem and the love that Joseph showed to Mary as she went into labour, without even a decent roof over their
heads. So James, be told you need to be more tolerant and loving to those who cross your path in the run up to the

child brought to this world.

James Armstrong

CANTERBURY PROVINCE FESTIVAL

Thank you so much to everybody who joined us for the Canterbury Province Festival in Canterbury Cathedral on
the 24" & 25" Sept ember, to hel p us™Aneiversabyraadtee 18" Biehday ofithe Canterbusy
Branch! And what a party it was! You will read a fuller account elsewhere in this edition, but | would like to take this
opportunity, through these pages, to a pay a huge tribute to my wife Debbie, my colleagues at the Cathedral, and the
Branch Committee for all the hard work, planning, energy and thought that was put in to bringing together the various
elements of the Festival in such a truly magnificent way. It was a real team effort i and what a team! The Cathedral
community of clergy and laity, departments and volunteers all helped in so many ways to make it all possible.

But in particular, avery heart-f el t fAThank youo for t he ¢ Felloashiplbfdhe Guild of o
Vergers, and to be presented with it in Canterbury. It was well worth the wait, to have Debbie, the local Branch, my
Cathedral colleagues, and my peers all around; it was very humbling. So a big thank you to whoever planned that i

With best wishes,
Chris Crooks, FCEGV

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

2013
Tuesday 21 * May
York Province Festival at Beverley Minster
Sunday 28 ™" July 8 Thursday 1 ** August
Annual Training Conference at the Elim Conference Centre, West Malvern
Thursday September 12 ™
Canterbury Province Festival at Saint A

2014
Canterbury Province Festival at Hereford Cathedral (Details to be Confirmed)

<

it was spot on. I will wear my new gown and hood with

mu st

hat

feast of our Lordds Nativity. To you this Christmas may |

|l ban
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NATIONAL CHAPLAIN & LETTER

Dear Friends
1 Greetings for Advent and the Feast of Christmas

As we read the newspapers and hear of the bloodshed in Syria and in the Holy Land we are
reminded that human beings do not learn from past experience!

At the time of the birth of Jesus, the Holy Land was occupied by Roman soldiers and the people
lived in fear of arrest, molestation and violence. They were fearful that their houses would be demolished; that their
livelihoods would be taken away. Hunger was never far away from them. Yet it was into such a situation that our
Lord was born: born to a young girl and an older man who were not yet married. The Roman census caused them to
go on a long journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem just as Mary reached the end of her pregnancy. We can imagine
the discomfort, the fear and the anxiety for both Mary and Joseph i the fear of both life and death.

Then, as Julianthe 12"Cent ury Abbot of Vezelay writes: OWhil e g
was halfway through its course, your all-p o we r f u | Wor d, O Lord, |l eaped down
I'n this ancient text of Scripture, the most sacred -
power ful Word would | eave the tender embrace of the
the good news of salvation. For as it says el sewhere
ways by the prophet s, but in these |l ast days he has
whom | am wel | pleased. 8 And so from his royal thron
raise us on high, becoming poor himself in order to

The darkness dispersed and the Light shone: the light shining as if through a stained glass window for those who
would see it. Incarnation brings us God in human form as Light, Life and Love. As Light because he is all-light and in
him is no darkness at all; as Life because he is the eternal Life and by his death for our sake and his resurrection we
die with Christ in order to live that risen life. He comes as Love i a love which surpasses anything we know of love in
human ter ms. Bernard of Clairvaux wrote: 0Chri st bec
depths of God who otherwise might have remained hidd
we are given access into the unfathomable being of G
Gospel sums up the incarnation in the words: O6For Ggd
believes in him may not perish but have eternal i fe

In Hereford Cathedral we have a small Chapel, intended as a Chantry Chapel, into which in 2007 new stained glass
windows were created to commemorate Thomas Traherne (1637 1 1674) One of the lights has a Cross: Traherne
writes: 060That Cross is a tree set on fire with invis
bosom who died on it. In the |ight of which we see n

Incarnation, death and resurrection are intricately interwoven and as we celebrate the birth of Christ, with all the
razzmatazz of the commercial world and the media, we should never forget that in that birth we are redeemed by the
death and resurrection that follow.

| pray that you may all have a blessed Advent with some time to prepare to greet our Lord and a peaceful and holy
Christmas as you embrace our Lord as Light and Life and Love.

With much love
Canon Maureen

80 Years of Leading the Way
1932 ~ 2012

ent |
fron
mo me r
Fat h
i n

S k
€

x —~ O
® > O

e
na




