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Did you know?

s

Saint Laurence of Rome

Laurence was one of seven deacons at Rome who suffered mar-
tyrdom in the persecution under the Emperor Valerian. Laurence
was ordained a deacon and was placed in charge of the administra-
tion of Church goods and care for the poor. For this duty, he is re-
garded as one of the first archivists and treasurers of the Church.
Legend has it that while facing his examiners and ordered to give up
the treasures of the Church, he presented the poor, the crippled, the
blind and the suffering, and said that these were the true treasures
of the Church. One account records him declaring to the prefect,
"The Church is truly rich, far richer than your emperor." This act of
defiance led directly to his martyrdom.

His martyrdom had a great impact on the Church, and later stories,
such as his being put to death on a gridiron, enhanced the memory
of the event.

During his torture Laurence cried out

"This sideb6s done, turn me over a
This is the legend often quoted explaining why Laurence is the Pa-
tron Saint of Comedians, butchers and roasters.

Front cover courtesy of:
Www.familyfeastandferia.files.wordpress.com
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From the Publications Team

W elcome to the Summer 2010 issue of the Guild of

Vergers Magazine. As you can see we are still experi-
menting on the design and layout. Please let Marek

or myself know what you think and of any ideas you might

have for the next issue.

If you have any articles for the magazine or would like to be-

and

for

Deadline for Autumn issue:
18th August 2010

For more information on The Guild of Vergers
past i
please consult our Website:

ssues

Cofeqgv.org.uk

0

come a member of the publications team please contact the
Communications Officer for more details.

Communication Officer and Chairman of the Publications Team - Amanda Berry
Magazine Editor: Amanda Berry
Sub-Editor: Marek Barden
If you would like to include Branch news, articles, book reviews or any other information

you feel our readers would find of interest please send to the editor

Amanda Berry

70B The Close

Salisbury

Wiltshire

SP1 2EN
berryberry50@hotmail.com

The_virger_magazine@yahoo.co.uk

he Website has a members only section, with extra information, pictures and soon

past issues of the Virger magazine, just for you. To access this area send an email
to the communications officer with your name and Branch and you will be sent your log-
in and password details and information on how to set up you own space on the Guild
Forum.
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Rather Be The Door Keeper In The House Of My God Than Dwell In The Tents
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The Guild seeks to make effective the ministry of Vergers

through the following keybjectives by :

Promoting the spirituahature of theVer ger s 0

through Christian Fellowship and spiritual guidance for all its

Members;

Encouraging the advancement of knowledge lgducation,

through maintainingtandards of good practice and by

equipping Members for Ministry as vergers in all its aspects,

through the provision of advice, traininggsources and by

organizing and promoting training courses and conferences;

Providing the means and opportunity fa@ommunicatiorand
discussion of ideas and proposals of common interest to

Members;

Providingsupport and encouragement to the Membership in

all aspects of their duties whatever they may be and whereve

performed;

Advising, upon request, and making recommendations as to

terms of employmerdnd welfareof any Member;

Recording the gamut of work undertaken by Vergers; in

addition noting each

gualifications

Vocat

Me mber 0s

a door
than to dwell in the tents of the

Psalm 84
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The Official Publication for the Church of England Guild of Vergers

Leading the way since 1932

THE CHURCH

OF ENGLAND www.cofegv.org.uk

Presidents: The Archbishops of Canterbury and York
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Shop Chairman@dune20létt er

write this in that strange time between the Day of
known as the Octave of Pentecost. The present calendar keeps the Easter Season for 40 days (to mirror
Lent) from Easter Day to Ascension Day, and then 10 more days of Ascension tide take us to the 50th day
after the resurrectioni Pent ecost (pentecoste = Greekifmed befgthethj
falls and vestments turn to green, lectionaries and hymns no longer tell the Easter story, glory and ceremony of
Easter seem a long time ago ! However the very next Sunday the ordinariness is interrupted by the Feast of
the Holy Trinity T Trinity Sunday.

New Cataloque for 2010 is out now!

he Guild shop has Guild branded articles to add a little
something to every Verger's uniform, whether a Guild

. ) Here in Canterbury the feast is kept with great solemnity, marked with a special order of service, incense at the
fleece, designed to help the Verger as they tackle the Medieval

principal Eucharist (a treat reserved for major festivals), and copes at evensong i the same privileges as on

heating or a Guild gown badge to spice up your official Verger Lanyard the day of Pentecost, Easter or Christmas. This is be
Name Badge robes! The shop has something for you. later canonized as St. Thomas of Canterbury, is credited with having introduced Trinity Sunday into the western calendar on the first
£7.50 £2.00 Sunday after Pentecost. Although an established festival, it was not universally observed on the Sunday after Pentecost. However,
this day was special to Thomas, as it was the day of his consecration. Early in his archiepiscopate he petitioned the Pope to be
) i . allowed to keep the feast on this Sunday every year, and eventually this became the norm through the western church. Another
For more information on the shopds products, to example of the church in England |leading the way, and ottérers f
Guild Fleece ortoplaceanordercontiﬁttgisho’\ﬁmanager: Silk Tie bury Cathedral to which his body was finally fAtranslateo (for
e Shop Manager
£2500 lain Howell £13.00 At the National AGM in June this year we said a big andthdreart f
- 11 Church Row huge dedication to the Guild through Mikeb6s meticul ous ingdhet or s
Kirkgate Virger magazine for many years, as well as their meticulous work _in producing certificates, porch noticgas, and other items in our
Leeds Afcor porate i me}ge() to a very _h| gh st anda_rd, \{v_hl ch have bémm a h
LS2 7HD standards in our printed material. The work is demanding and time-consuming, producing four editions each year plus the Confer-

ence Supplement, on time and on budget, and has dominated their lives for longer than we care to admit! Holidays and other
commitments have had to fit around Virger publishing deadlines, not helped by having to chase forgetful national officers for their
contributions (sorry - Mike ! ); a fact not lost on the new Editor (sorry i Amanda !'). They received our warmest thanks and grati-
tude for a job done well.

Tel: 0113 244 1770 / Mob: 07810 115 339
Or email direct:
verger@leedsparishchurch.com

Or via the Guild Website:

www.cofegv.org.uk iités only when the wheels falll off that al
virgers rushing to put them back on ! f
We also bid our farewells to Jeanne Scott as Gener al Seciwetary

the Guild (as both Branch Officer and National Officer), as with other hard-working officers, is often done quietly and un-noticed, but
is essential in keeping The Guild in good order. One of twp cl e
i ngtoo whi ch another coll eague remarked that itds only wipen t he

- /f‘ them back on ! Jeanne became General Secretary in a period when our wheels were decidedly wobbly, following the resignation of

Forthcommg Events / one secretary, followed by a period with a caretaker in post who held the fort until formal elections could take place some months

| ater . Mai nt aining our records and archive, answering queries,
servicing the various committees, and producing t hwesaueryaugahd pap

wish you a long and happy retirement from National Office, but hope that you will continue to enjoy your work in the Oxford Branch.
I hope that by the time you read this, we will have a new Training Registrar in place, to assist John Shearer with the administration
2010 of the Training Course and Conference. Look out for details on our website.

Thursday 9th September 8 Canterbury Province Festival Members will be sad to hear that our faithful and hard-working Conference Secretary i Richard Falla, is currently unwell; his duties
Eton & Windsor (Oxford Branch), See Application form in this issue for more details before and at the Conference have been kindly taken on by others for this year. Richard i we wish you well, and our prayers are
with you for a speedy recovery.

2011 Since | last wrote to you | have been to Peterborqugh Cathedral, where we had a C AKE OR DEATH R
e marvelous time at the enthronement of the new bishop, followed shortly after by

DTBCo York Province Festivald Leeds Parish Church (South & West Yorkshire Branch) the York Province Festival in Manchester on 4th May, where | was pleased to see e -
R ) so many of you enjoying the carefully constructed day, where fellowship, liturgy | SHALL SEND DOWN M;{ L; \ \\ <=
Tuesday 18th October 8 St . Johnodos College, Cambridge and good food and company all made for a brilliant mixture. You will find a fuller SPIRIT AND IT WILL & & =
i i LIKE A FLAME UPON YOUR Heaps & =2 Nt
report elsewhere in the magazine. & o
2012 We hope you are enjoying the second edition of the new-look Virger magazine ! \/ o
4 - ! 0 Thank you for your feedback from the March edition; your comments have been WE BETTER RAVE I
Tuesday 8th May 8 York Province Festivald St . Ni chol as6 Cathedral, | Newcastl e overwhelmingly positive (we are delighted to hear !) and the comments and sug- A FIRE DRI WRAT [F | SET OFF
. ; . . i ; ALARM7?
DTBC3 Canterbury Province Festivald Canterbury Cathedral (80th Anniversary of the Guild) gestions for alterations have been very helpful. DoES THIS TR Ive O
I cAn'T T N CHURCH
Overseas With very best wishes, m::: A WAT? m:&i :, wxsoi Izgﬂ;ﬂ@
: . Chris Crooks, S
7thd 10th October 2010 8 National VGEC Conference 8 Washington D.C National Chairman. > N‘C\H'TM“E' g
June 2010. Cﬁ ﬂ W \,,'9) »
WHAT F PENTECOST MPPENED 'R)DA‘I?



http://www.cofegv.org.uk/_details/badge.html

The Virger Page4

Chapl ainds Page

D ear Friends,

Greetings!

When | wrote my last letter in Lent | mentioned that in the early days of Christianity some people actually withdrew into the desert
to lead a solitary and hard life in the hope that it would bring them closer to God. | have just returned from a study tour in which |
explored a number of the desert monasteries, many of which date back to the fourth century. What an experience it was!

The monasteries are all in the desert i
tion outside the monastic precincts.
Most of the monasteries had culti-
munity. Coptic Christianity is vibrant: &=
programme to cope with the large
tact with the monks. Some of the sites
the Holy Family in Egypt, while others
wrote. Entering the monasteries, even
peace and the presence of God and at

a vast wasteland of sand and rocks with very little vegeta-
Inside there is always a well producing clean, fresh water.
vated gardens producing fruit and vegetables for the com-
the monasteries are full and there is a massive building
number of pilgrims who want to come and have some con-
are on the pilgrimage route associated with the sojourn of
are the ancient sites where the desert fathers lived and
2% when they were full of pilgrims, there was a great feeling of
every turn there were humble people kissing the icons, kiss-
ing the curtains which proclaimed that 6Christ is Risend. 1 was bl
monastery i it began at 4.00am and ended at 9.00am! Many of the psalms and prayers were
chanted, some accompanied with cymbals and even though there was coming and going, the whole service offered with rever-
ence and joy. The language used was Coptic i very similar to Greek, Arabic and in deference to English visitors, one of the les-
sons was read in English. | arrived at about 5.
of time.

Holiday time is almost upon us and | hope you all have the opportunity to visit fresh places, to refresh our bodies, minds and spir-

its and to relax and enrich our spiritual lives, learning more about God, about the Church and about other Christian groups.

s a-gpenttimB e d e «
my sellahd,

Life for us all is so uncertain and we have to grasp opportunities as they comei or as t he
thatés past and |live each day as iif thy |l ast?o.
observe and enjoy new scenes and new ways of worship. One young bishop, who has set up a
new monastery/community near Luxor wants it to be a place of inspiration, and he calls it
6Anaphoradé meaning o6to |ift up or inspiredo.j
ple up and inspire them in their own Chri st
us i to encourage one another so that we lift the visitors to our cathedrals and churches and
inspire them to learn more about the faith which we hold so dear. Faith is something to be §
6caughtd and Paul suggests that we shoul d
perience the love that we have both for God and for each other.

hy mn
For

With every blessing
Canon Maureen

If you know of someone for whom prayers would be of benefit or someone who has been
prayed for and has recovered/ shown improvement, please inform the National Welfare
Officer or National Chaplain.

Somerset & Avon: Peter Martin, lan Millard.

Oxford: Don Mitchener, John Bayliss, Margaret Morris, Jean Ebdon.
Devon & Cornwall: Alyn Heath.

Salisbury: Babs Taylor.

Rochester: Victor Warren.

Guildford & Portsmouth: David Lee.

Gloucester, Hereford & Worcester: Jim Wooldridge.

And everyone not specifically mentioned who needs love, counseling and the grace of Our Lord.

ess
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Meredith Debenham

C

H as been

O appointed Head
Verger of Worcester Ca-
thedral from 1st June
she is to be formally ad-
mitted to her new role at
the Cathedral Eucharist

r on Community Day

Sunday 13th June |

at have congratulated her
and the branch wish her

SS well in this new role.

From

Margaret Burston

Area Leader

G H & W Branch

Tricks of the Trade

M any Thanks to
oF Carl Burrows
for sharing his

TI'?IL\./:

trick of the trade:

When filling oil-filled candles it is a
good idea to float a tiny piece of cork
in the oil - makes it much easier to
see the level of oil and saves overfill
spills! Brilliant for those of us who
are a bit bleary eyed in the mornings

Donﬁt you just h
hours scrapping candle wax of
prickett stands?

Well my tip is to use a wallpaper/
paint stripper heat gun. They melt
the wax within seconds and you can
just wipe the wax away with a piece
of paper towel. The only health and
safety advice | can give is BE
CAREFUL both the wax and heat
gun are hot! But it does save a lot of
time.

Hope this helps Amanda

Pagel3

MAREK@S LEMON DRI ZZLE

INGREDIENTS

For the Cake:

200 g of Butter, softened,
plus extra to grease

250 g of Caster Sugar

4 Eggs, lightly beaten
350 g of Self Raising
Flour

120 ml of Milk

The Juice and grated Zest
of 8 Lemons

For the Syrup:
8 tablespoons of Icing Sugar, sieved
100 ml of Lemon Juice

METHOD
Preheat the oven to 180°C.

Grease two 2Ib loaf tins and line with baking
parchment.

Cream the butter and sugar together until light
and fluffy.

Gradually add the lightly beaten eggs, then
add the milk, lemon juice and zest and mix to
a soft dropping consistency.

Spoon the mixture into the two greased and
lined loaf tins and bake for approximately 45
minutes until golden brown and springy to the
touch.

Mix the sieved icing sugar and the lemon juice
into a smooth syrup and spoon over the cakes
as soon as they come out of the oven and
leave them in the

tins to cool. -

Once cooled, turn
the cakes out of their
tins and enjoy.
These cakes will
keep for at least a
week if stored in an
airtight container.

Lemon Drizzle Cake is a favourite of James

a Ar@strongofChrifié. RoPe you enjoy!

| HELPTHEAGED mmmg

s

Age Concern and Help the Aged
have joined forces to become Age UK
TAiso that we can be
one in dater |1ifed
Age UK has a vision of a world in
which older people flourish. We aim to
improve later life for everyone through
our information and advice, cam-
paigns, products, training and re-
search. A world in which older people
flourish is a world in which older peo-
ple will:

* Be equal citizens with equal rights

* Have enough money for a secure
and decent life, and have access as
consumers to the products and ser-
vices they need at a price they can
afford

* Have access to the healthcare and
social care they need

* Have the opportunity to live healthier
longer lives and to enjoy a sense of
well-being

* Live in homes and neighbourhoods
that are safe and comfortable and
which enable them to lead fulfilling
lives

* Have opportunities to participate and
contribute as volunteers, active citi-
zens, good neighbours, family mem-
bers, and workers

* Enjoy the benefits of longer life,
wherever they are in the world.

Gr owi ng ol der doesnbd
manual, so if you need information or
advice on anything from health to
housing, call the free national informa-
tion line on 0800 169 6565. It's open
365 days a year from 8am to 7pm.

Lo
“Yageuk

for later life

NG

J&M SI‘%W

All items made to order

J & M SEWING SERVICE LTD.

“There's al\\'a_\’s time for courtesy %

By Appointment to Her Majesty The Queen
Manufacturers of Clerical Robes

High Quality Church Robes and
Furnishings at reasonable prices.

T including Cassocks, Cloaks & Vergers
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The Virger

Film review

August Rush

his film is about a young boy called
August Rush. The story goes
Thereds music in the
you hear it? And the
feel it? The boy called August Rush
can. The music draws mysteriously him
penniless and alone to New York City in
aquestto find i somehow, someway i
the parents separated from him years
earlier. And along the way he may also
find the musical genius hidden within
him.

This is must see film.

BE WARNED HAVE ABOX OF TISSUES
AT THE READY.

Picture courtesy of :

http://
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wind and sky. Can
reds hope. Can you

The Guild Training Course
At the recommendation of the General Synod, the Central Council of the Guild
formulated a course, to cover the work and ministry of the Verger.

The Course is formulated in two stages. First is the Foundation Unit, this consists
of sixteen assignments, covering preparation for worship, care of the building,
records and archives, care of the churchyard, and care for the people of God. If
successful, the Guilds Foundation certificate is awarded. The second stage is the

remaining three units:-
PastorUnitc overing the individual 6s
people and God, care for others and resources.
History Unit covering the history of church building, architecture, the history of
worship, and the purpose of a congregation.

Administration Unit covering communication, forms and registrars, the structures
of the Church of England, and the role and importance of people in the life of the
church
If you are interested in learning more about the Course, please contact the Train-
ing officer.

VGEC -Vergers in America

personal

he Vergers' Guild of the Episcopal Church (VGEC) will gather for its
1 2010 annual conference and Eucharist on Thursday October 7th
%'\ through Sunday October 10th at National Cathedral in Washington, DC.
ng This will be the 22nd year that the Guild will come together for fellowship,
f? training, business, and worship and we will be hosted and coordinated
~ this year by Cathedral Head Verger Duke DuTeil and his wonderful staff
and

vol unt eer s. Il 6m pleased to s

elcatalogo.files.wordpress.com/2009/05/CEGV Vergers going to venture across the pond for the USA National conference

augustrush.jpg

this year, so watch this space for the report, wish us luck!

V-Happenings is a new service from the Episcopal Guild that is a free periodic
email news service that we use to keep our member-
ship and other interested

A range of books by
our very own over-

seas liaison officer John

Campbell are available

to purchase through the

Guild shop or directly

from John (see the Cen-

tral Council contacts list, page 14). Including the new
MHi story of Jof whichMll poeesds gogd
char ity veagerdhthe 6heirchéof Englandd n
in re-print and can be obtained through the Kevin
Mayhew website: www.kevinmayhew.com

ay
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Canterbury Province Festival

Eton & Windsor = Thursday 9th September 2010

By kind permission of the Provost and Fellows of Eton College, and the Dean and Canons of St
*HRUJHYV &KDSHO :LQGVRU &DVWOH

$ GD\ WR H[SHULHQFH KLVWRU\ WR LWV IXOOHVW ZLWK D WDVWH R+ WKH
founded by King Henry VI in 1440 zstill maintaining etiquettes and traditions of bygone ages in a modern day culture
and continuing to produce a variety of high profile individuals for positions of importance over a wide spectrum.

$QG WR FRPSOHWH WKH GD\YV SURFHHGLQJY DWWHQGDQFH DW WKH &KDSH(
Evensong £to soak in some of the atmosphere in this place steeped in history and of knights of old and present, a

place having served many generations of its peoples since its foundation as a college by King Edward Ill, in 1348.

LQ.

A warm welcome waits you from your hosts for this Festival *the Oxford Branch.

Programme

from 9.30am  Registration and refreshments +Lower School, Eton College

10.45am Robe (in Lower School) for welcome

11.00am Welcome by The Provost and others

11.15am Eucharist in the Main Chapel +Celebrant, The Lord Bishop of Lincoln, John SaxbeeVisitor of Eton

12.30pm *URXS SKRWRJUDSK WKHUHDIWHU FKDQJH DQG PDNH ZD\ WR 7KH
1.00pm Lunch, a sit-down affair

2.30pm/3.00  Tours, as indicated

5.00pm OXVW EH VHDWHG E\ LQ 6W *HRUJHTV &KDSHO :LQGVRU IRU (YHQV
5.15pm Choral Evensong

6.00pm Depart

Travel and Accommodation

p:H DUH GHOLJKWHG WR EH DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK WKLV HVWLYDO DQG LW LV
(extended) stay in this Royal Borough. Let our friendly and experienced staff assist you to this end by providing you
with information regarding accommodation, travel and places to see and things to do.

Accessibility by road, rail and air (Heathrow Airport is only a 15 minute drive away) is straightforward +details on this
and all other aspects relevant to your visit and stay are available by contacting us on 01753 743909 or

www.windsor.org.uk , quoting the unique code allocated to this event, GV0910.

'H ZLVK \RX D KDSS\ DQG UHZDUGLQJ )HVWLYDO DQG ZHOFRPH 1

The Royal Windsor Information Centre.



