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The Virger !

The Dean's Verger of Lincoln is not sure what the Guild Chairman is doing -
Picture [Issue 273] in the last Virger Magazine - but it looks like he has been doing it
in Lincoln Cathedral for a long time! [ not the verge by the right ear]

www.cofegv.org.uk
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Catalogue for 2011 is Out Now!

he Guild shop has Guild branded articles to add a little something
to every Verger's uniform, whether a Guild fleece, designed to
help the Verger as they tackle the Medieval heating or a Guild gown
badge to spice up your official Verger robes. The shop has something

for you. Lanyard £2.00

Name Badge £7.50 For more information on the shops products, to order a catalogue or Silk Tie £13.00
. to place an order contact the shop manager: !
Guild Fleece £25.00 The Shop Manager
Mr Andrew Baker
70c The Close
Salisbury
Wiltshire
SP1 2EN

Or email direct: spitndribble@yahoo.co.uk
Or via the Guild Website: www.cofegv.org.uk
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6l tds Good for the Rosesb©s

few years ago and as the voluntary virger at Holy Trinity Church here in Blackpool, the then vicar Canon Dick Cartmell in-
formed me we would be having a donkey on Palm Sunday, no problems so | thought???.

The Sunday School would be suitably attired in #Abiblicalng¢l oth
boy would be fAJesuso on the donkey. No problem, So | thought.
nade, where much to the amazement of the holiday makers wp wou
makers faces when Dick (the vicar) began the proceedings vi t h
called Prince and was quite well behaved. Imagine my horror when the vicar informed me the donkey would be led into the
Church, behind the crucifer, AOh God | prayed don!t | et Pealince
Aibucketo, | ask, Not I, I kept my distance supervising dbedq cr u
have himself as the donkey | ady explained Prince has alrealdy fb
The foll owing year and yet another donkey for Palm Sunday t hi
think fADaisyo was in season, as the most pungent smell came fr
patience but please hurryl!l. However fiDai syo wasf abeocavwseotaladadyly a we |
explained to our new vicar Tracy we have a donkey on Palm Sunday, and her dutieswillbe it he bucket 0. I jloke,

get the staff these days.

TonyHales Holy Trinity Blackpool, and the Priory Church of Saint Mary Lancaster

The Guild Diploma Course

he Central Council of the Guild, at the recommendation of General
Synod, formulated a course to cover the work and ministry of the Verger.

The course is formulated in four units set in two stages:

First is the Foundation Unit, which comprises sixteen assignments, covering
preparation for worship, care of the building, record-keeping, and archives,
care of the churchyard, and caring for the people of God.

The second stage comprises the other three units:

The Verger as Pastor covers the individual 6s

relationship with the people and God, care for others, and for Church re-
sources.

their

The Verger as Historian covers the history of church building, architecture,
and the history of worship, including the Book of Common Prayer, and the
Bible.

The Verger as Administrator covers communication, forms and registers, s

and the structures of the Church. www.charlesfarris.co.uk

Students who complete the course successfully receive a diploma, an aca-

demic hood, and the right to use the post-n o mi n a | l etters p GV 0

If you are interested in learning more about the Course, please contact the e @ 9 e @

Training Registrar or the Training Officer .

Front Cover: Photographs Courtesy of John Campbell & John Shearer
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Chairmands i March 202

ent has duly arrived and with it the usual round of Lent groups, extra services, concerts and not to mention

the spring cleaning. It is always a time in the year when the sun illuminates those cobwebs that you have
missed, the great dirty black ones high in the canopy of the quire screen, the ones that have just sprung up
overnight gluing down the chair in the sanctuary. Well | hate them! | can understand the need for spiders to
catch food in them but why must they spin them inside our buildings. Ironically | have one, sprayed gold and
captured onto a square of silk on my wall at home and they are beautiful. Last month | was looking through a guide book of one
of our more illustrious Cathedrals, stunning pictures were proudly filling the pages and then there it was, huge, hanging like a
forlorn bungee rope from triforium to pillar capital. A work colleague did say that | would never have let the photographer take that
image until it had been removed (which has been known to happen). This made me wonder if my house was in order before |
could comment. Well | went out from the vestry and looked with fresh eyes and yes you have predicted the answer, it was fes-
tooned with little silver strands. There is a message for us all is this, one that will task our minds as to the meaning and another
far more practical, get your duster and vacuum out there is no excuse. Well rant over for today....

Amanda Berry is stepping down from being our General Secretary soon and we are in need of someone to fill her shoes. In fact it
is two pairs. Amanda also held the role of Communications Officer; we are advertising the positions separately. If you think that
you would like to be considered for one of the roles within the guild please see the job descriptions published within these pages.
If you would like to chat through the job and the commitment expected please contact me or another guild officer.

May | wish you a happy and blessed Easter. Perhaps | shall see you at the Newcastle Festival on the 8™ May.

James Armstrong

Vacancies for Guild Officers

The Central Council seek to appoint a suitable person to the post of General Secretary

The General Secretary is a non-voting member of Central Council and shall carry out the decisions of the Central Council and
submit a report thereon at the Annual General Meeting.
The General Secretary may be either a Full or Associate Member of the Guild.
Enquiries relating to the work of The Guild and requests from third parties will be directed to the General Secretary, who is
authorised to provide such information as appropriate.

If you think that you could be that person or you know of someone who could be approached
please contact James Armstrong National Chairman
headverger@carlislecathedral.org.uk or phone 01228 535169 by 5" May 2012
Interview date to be arranged

The Central Council seek to appoint a suitable person to the post of Communications Officer
who shall be responsible for all communications and publicity in relation to the Guild,
ncluding (but not limited to) the Guild magazine, and the Guild website.
If you think that you could be that person and have the necessary skills to continue and develop our vision for greater communi-
cation within our membership and to present the Guild to the wider community.

Please contact James Armstrong National Chairman
headverger@carlislecathedral.org.uk or phone 01228 535169 by 5" May 2012
Interview date to be arranged

S.T. CHURCHWARE Forthcoming
Church Plate x Carved Wood x Altar Wine Events
x Hassock Kneelers & Pew Cushions< oo

Vestments & Linen
Tuesday 8th May

We specialise in CANDLES | wax &

nylon o/l burning

176 Short Heath Road, Erdington
Birmingham B23 6JX
Telephone/Fax: 0121 350 6177
Telephone: 0121 693 6277
Email: Church6177@AOL.com

York Province Festival
Saint Ni chol as b

Tuesday 25th September
Canterbury Province Festival
Canterbury Cathedral
(80th Anniversary of the Guild)

September 2013
St Albans
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ear Friends, as we approach Easter we travel that painful way to the cross, and we remember that al-
though Jesus had spoken of resurrection, it was so totally outside the experience of the disciples that
they could not even begin to comprehend what it might mean. In the ancient world crucifixions are never
given a positive interpretation i they have no symbolic power for Jews, Romans or Greeks.

Although, for the authors of the New Testament the cross became, not just the instrument of death for our
Lord Jesus but also the symbol of our salvation, the cross was did not become the symbol of Christianity until the sixth century. In
the Gospels, the cross has many interpretations: indeed each of the evangelists view it differently. For Mark and Matthew, the
cross is unrelieved pain and suffering: a gallows from which Jesus hangs helpless and torn apart by his pain and isolation and
through which we see fear rather than hope. For Luke, the cross is a pulpit from which Jesus continues to teach the lessons of
the kingdomi f or gi veness, acceptance and love. While in Johnbés d
as King and Lord i not just of the people of Israel but for the whole cosmos. The Epistles present the cross as the symbol of
healing and reconciliation, the Tree of Life and the sacrifice and salvation for all people. We often put the Gospels together so
that we | ose the individual flavour of each evangel i stibister-
pretation, such that we are more used to seeing the cross as something beautiful: the image of the patient Saviour hanging there
as if there is no pain, rather than the stark reality of the twisted contorted Christ who suffers just like any other human being in the
same situation. We have just read the Passion according to Saint Matthew so we will concentrate on the interpretation of the
cross as a gallows. Reflecting on the life of Jesusit he man who | ived so close to God
you have s e ehthetnfarinwhase fleehrGod walked the earth among us, healing the sick, teaching the poor, accept-
ing all who came to him in repentance, the man who understood from his own experience what it was to suffer, - he was pre-
pared to take upon himself that suffering, that intolerable pain for the sin of the world. So as we travel the road to Golgotha, the
place of the skull, we feel the humiliation as Jesus was stripped and nailed to the cross, we feel the hammer blows driving home
the nails through the wrist bones causing excruciating pain and muscle cramps, and then the fear as the pained body on the
cross bar is hoisted into position. Look at the cross and see it as a gallows: the pain Jesus suffered was unbearable and unimag-

ospel

br it

t hat

inabl e. As we read the account of the crucifixion in Matudpewos

do if we were standing beside him. This is not the Christ on the Cross that we are used to seeing 1 the patient Christ looking as if
he suffered no pain, but rather a man undergoing realistic and horrendous torture. Small wonder that Jesus felt abandoned by
God and cried out, 6EIl oi , El oi , |l ema sabachthani . & Wh e nysichld
suffering, but from this appalling death sprang the possibility of eternal life, in which we know that Christ, Emmanuel stands be-
side us in our suffering enabling us both to participate in the sacrificial death of Jesus, his outpouring of love and in his glorious
resurrection.

I wish you all a very blessed Lent and Passiontide and a glorious and joyful Easter Day.

With my love
Canon Maureen

Prayer Requests

If you know of someone for whom prayers would be of benefit
or someone who has been prayed for and has recovered/shown improvement, please inform the
National Welfare Officer or National Chaplain

.

Blackburn, Chester & Manchester: Margaret Scott
Chichester, Guildford & Portsmouth: David Lee & Family
Gloucester, Hereford & Worcester: Paul Birkin & Jim Wooldridge
Oxford: John Bayliss, Don Mitchener& Margaret Morris
Rochester: Victor Warren
Saint Albans: Peter Hudson
Salisbury: Babs Taylor

York: John Roycroft

Parochial Fees (4 Funerals and a Wedding Report)

Deadline for the

t General Synod in February. a revised Draft Parochial Fees and Scheduled

Matters Amending Order 2012, was submitted for further discussion and de- 5
bate. The Amending Order was approved by Synod; it now has to be seen by the Su mmer Issue .
Archbishops' Council and then approved by Parliament, before taking effect on 1%
January 2013. There are changes (which you may have seen in the national press) . th
that directly relate to fees paid to vergers and the exact implications and workings of Frlday 27 M ay
said changes are being currently investigated. A full report will be prepared and
submitted to Central Council and subsequently to the Membership, as soon as pos- 2012
sible.

Michael Golby, FCEGV
Welfare Officer

Somer set & Avon: 6Di ckd6 Chenowet h, Lionel Holl way,

I
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York Province Festival
Cathedral Church of Saint Nicholas, Newcastle upon Tyne
Tuesday 8™ May 2012

By kind permission of the Dean and Chapter of Newcastle, the Durham and Newcastle
Branch of the Church of England Guild of Vergers is hosting the York Province Festival at
Saint Nicholasdéd Cathedral, Newcastl e.

This Is a great opportunity to visit our h
worship, but most importantly, to renew old friendships and turn new acquaintances into
friends.

Programme

From 9.30 a.m. Registration and refreshments in the South Transept
10.30 a.m. Welcome by the Dean followed by tour of the Cathedral
12.00 noon Eucharist in the Quire
1.15 p.m. Lunch in the Cathedral Refectory
2.307 4.00p.m. Tours: Trinity House or Guildhall

or free time to explore Newcastle
4.00 p.m. onwards Tea in the Cathedral Refectory
5.00 p.m. Robing prior to Choral Evensong
5.30 p.m. Choral Evensong followed by group photograph
6.30 p.m. Depart

Travel and Accommodation

Newcastle is situated on the main East Coast Line. North-south services are reasonably
frequent and the Cathedral is five minutes' walk from Newcastle Central Station.

By car from the south, the A1(M) then A184 & A189 (or the A167) give direct access to
Newecastle city centre. The nearest public car-park is in Dean Street which again, is 5 min-
utes walk from the Cathedral. Newcastle Airport is linked directly to the Central Station by
the Tyneside Metro system.

There are plenty B&Bdbés and Hotels in Newc
Newcastle/Gateshead Tourist Information: http://www.newcastlegateshead.com/
Tel: 0191 440 5720.

If you have any queries at all regarding your visit please contact Gordon Scott, Head
Verger. Tel: 0191 232 1939 E-mail: Vergers@stnicholascathedral.co.uk


http://www.newcastlegateshead.com/
mailto:Vergers@stnicholascathedral.co.uk

Application Page
One per person (photocopies accepted)

even2600i ncl u®i ng | unch
evenfldOexcl u®i ng | unch

S
S
o be made payabl e t o 0C(Edstval)andsemta i
y Foster Esqg., 47, Moormill Road, Kibblesworth, Gateshead, Tyne &

Full dayéb
Full dayéb

Cheques t
with this form to Ro
Wear, NE11 OYP.

A receipt will be issued as confirmation together with other relevant information.

Menu

Please indicate choice...
Starter: Vegetable soup
Main course: Glazed gammon or @]

Roast beef or @]

Stilton and broccoli quiche or @]

Mozzarella and tomato tart @]

All served with a selection of rice & pasta, garden salad, potato salad, etc.
Dessert: Cheesecake and cream or @]

Eaton Mess @)

Cheeseboard:A selection of Northumbrian cheese with biscuits.
Tea, coffee and biscuits to follow.
A glass of wine is included with lunch and soft drinks are available at the counter.

Do you have any special dietary requirements?

Newcastle Trinity House or @]
Newcastle Guildhall or @]
Free time to explore @)

If you are under 18 years of age on the day you will need to be accompanied during the
dayds events by a named responsible adult,

Closing date to guarantee inclusion for lunch is 10™ April, 2012
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